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Who shall
ascend the hill
of the Lord?
And who shall
stand in his
holy place?
Those who have
clean hands and
pure hearts,
Who do not lift
up their souls
to what is false.
Psalm 24:3-4, NRSV

General Conference 1992

Our Life
Together"
.by Luke Keefer, Jr.

A

FAMILY PHOTO ALBUM. T h a t is

what my mind pictures when I
hear the words "our life together." I
expect to see pictures that reflect the
formation of the family—courtship,
wedding, honeymoon, baby pictures—and all the varied snapshots
that reflect life experienced as a family unit.

There will be some happy photographs like graduation ceremonies
or family holiday gatherings. Unhappy ones: Bonnie with braces on her
teeth, or Bobby after a little league
game his team did not win. (If you
look closely you'll see where the tears
defeated some of the game dirt on his
face.) Some recall real times of stress.
One of the family is missing from the
picture—does this reflect a time of
separation, possibly even alienation?
Or shall we conclude that some subsequent pictures of a wrecked vehicle
and of funeral scenes are sufficient
commentary upon the missing member? And then there are some photographs that defy precise emotional
descriptions. Take that picture of

Luke Keefer, Jr., is Professor of Church
History and Theology at the Ashland (Ohio)
Theological Seminary. He and his wife Doris
andfamily are members of the Ashland Brethren in Christ Church. This article is the advance text of the 1992 General Conference
sermon.

mom on her daughter's wedding day.
How can you describe the feeling
when the half of you that wants to cry
collides with the equal portion of your
being that desires to rejoice?
The book of Ephesians is like a
family album, for it is a picture book
of the church. It has too many photos
to be covered in any one session of
turning its pages. Subsequent sermons
at this conference will invite us to
look at several portraits found in
chapters two and four. I want to hurriedly scan the pages from chapters
one through three, getting the big picture of dominant themes, and selecting some of the specific pictures that
illustrate and define them.
We shall be looking at three consecutive themes which roughly correspond to the first three chapters of the
book: election, reconciliation, and
empowerment. They have much to
show us about our life together.
Election—the source
of our life together

We live in a time, especially in
North America, where we see the
crises in family life that result when
children do not belong to the same
set of parents. Important bonding
power is lost when the same union
has not born all the children of the
family.
There are institutions in the society

for which common parentage is not
necessary. A school, an athletic team,
a social club, a business, and a governmental unit can all survive and
even thrive on a great amount of
diversity. But this is not true of the
church. Here common parentage is
absolutely essential to our life together. Chapter one in Ephesians underscores this by means of the doctrine
of election.
Election tells us, first of all, that
God creates the church. Human
beings, even godly ones, do not create
God's family. It is not as if several
children get together and decide to
form a family to meet their needs and
interests, inviting a man and woman
to join their group as father and mother. Families, we know, are not formed
that way. Rather a man and woman
commit themselves to marriage and a
home. Children join a family unit that
already exists, due to the creative will
of the parents. The family precedes
the individual.
All this seems obvious, and one
might wonder why the point should
be stressed in this context. The reason
is that we all stand on this side of the
Protestant Reformation of the sixteenth century. Repeatedly, groups
like ours have formed themselves into
a church. Of course, they believed
they were the true family of God;
Christ was their choice to be head of
Evangelical Visitor

the family, and he would care for their
needs and bless their deeds. What was
not immediately clear was how to
regard the other church groups which
likewise formed themselves into families and claimed Christ as their head.
Our more "tolerant" age has solved
this problem by calling each particular family a denomination while reserving the term Church for the universal family of God. But the problem
is deeper than names and labels.
Many contemporary Christians still
believe that people form the church
by determining its doctrine, its structure, its programs, and its life. True,
God will be invited in to bless what
they have created and to serve as honorary head, but his role as parent is
secondary to their role as children.
Few seem to blush at the monstrous
blasphemy this view implies.
Ephesians one says the blueprint
for the church was the Father's design
before a single human being occupied
this planet. The church was founded
in Christ's redemption and the gift of
the Holy Spirit. God determined who
the head of this family would be
when he appointed Christ "head over
everything for the church, which is
his body, the fullness of him who fills
everything in every way" (vv. 22,23).
There is no vacancy in the headship
of the church. God is not frantically
placing "help wanted ads" in our
newspapers. From his own parentage
he has established his church.
The church today is cursed by
human busyness—bombarded with
too many plans for action, worn out
by too many human endeavors to
make the church a success. If we
understand Ephesians one, the greatest task of the church is enlightenment. We are so caught up with doing
for God that we have crowded out the
necessary listening to God. If we
would have our doctrine and our programs be right, then we must huddle
around Scripture and make sure we
know the plays God is calling. If we
would be God's family we need the
illumination that comes from the
Spirit as we pray and seek God's
guidance. Paul began this letter on
the church by praying that the people
would receive spiritual understandJuly 1992
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The blueprint
for the
church was
God's design
before a
single
human being
occupied
this planet.

ing to know God better and thus understand his plan for the church.
The parent plans for the children, not
the children for the parent. If we got that
lesson straight, a lot would be different in
our life together.
Election tells us, secondly, that God
wants a big family. The Bible knows nothing about "family planning" which aims to
have no children or a limited supply of
them. Scripture sees a large family as evidence of divine blessing.
Unfortunately, the Christian Church
since the fifth century has often misapplied the biblical doctrine of election. It
has tried to associate election with salvation rather than with the doctrine of the
church where it belongs. In Scripture, election identifies who God's people are. It
does not determine how many there may
be.
Election says God has no unplanned
pregnancies, no unwanted babies, no undesirable children, and no offspring that suffer from the "middle child syndrome." All
were planned for, birthed at high cost,
bonded by parental love, included in the
family inheritance, and covered by the
divine protection plan. Election is the lap
of God where he holds us in his embrace,
calls us by name, and speaks those magic
words: "I love you; I'm so happy to have
you as my child."
Children thus loved by the Father find
that they can love the other children of the
family. Love breaks down walls of separation. In verses 11 through 14, Paul says
there are no distinctions between the earlier Jewish children who trusted in Christ
and the later Gentile children converted
through mission journeys. All experience
the same rights and privileges in the family. Electing love sets us free to love our
brothers and sisters, for sibling rivalries
often arise from insecurity, the fear that
attention to other children is at the expense
of one's own love needs being met. Electing love not only embraces our deepest
needs, it also teaches us to embrace others
in the family.
Election tells us, in the third instance,
that God's family is composed of the
reborn who are made desirable through
Christ.
The first 14 verses of chapter one repeat
the phrase "in him," to teach us that all
who belong to God's family and everything they enjoy in it is due to the rela-

tionship with the Father through the Son.
Our membership in the family is not a
matter of birth but of new birth. When God
desires children it is no longer a movement from potential life to actual life as in
the original creation. Due to the effects of
sin upon the whole human race, the movement is from death to life, from life forfeited by sin to life begotten anew through
grace. God does not go to the womb to
produce his children but to the graveyard
—the last place in the world one would
expect to find a maternity ward. It was we
who were "dead in our trespasses and sins"
(2:1) who have been made alive by the
great love of God (2:4, 5).
God's family is a miracle family or it
simply is not the church. For God has collected his family from the most unlikely
places. Those in the graves have heard the
voice of the Son of God and have come
forth to live. Those on the missing persons list have been located and brought
home. Those in the prison of passion have
been set free for the righteous life. Those
on death row have been granted divine
pardon. The outcasts of humanity have
been made beloved children of God. High
school dropouts get enrolled in God's honors program. God's family runs not on the
merit system but on the mercy plan.
If we know ourselves to be a miracle
family, then our response can only be
praise, thanksgiving, and grateful love.
The mere fact of belonging should overwhelm us. We should feel no need to compare ourselves to others in the family nor
to feel superior to those who are not yet in
the family. The same boundless love of
the father is extended to every member of
the human race. We own nothing but what
grace has bestowed; they lack nothing but
what grace can provide.
Such perfect parental love ought to
make for ideal family life together. We
know it should, but we also know our life
together often is not ideal. And that brings
us to the second theme of Ephesians—reconciliation—addressed in chapter two,
verses 11 through 22 (and also in chapter
three, verses 1-13).
Reconciliation—the style
of our life together
Our family of four began 1992 by using
the book Family Walk for our daily worship time together. One story early in the
book put us all to laughing because we
Evangelical Visitor

could identify with its dynamics of family
interaction. It goes like this: The Wilsons
were on their way at last—Dad, Mom,
Evie (9), Jonas (4), Jordan (8 months), and
Grandma (age unknown). With a trunk full
of beach equipment they set out on a sixhour drive to their rented beach cabin and
a much needed two-week vacation.
One hour into the trip, Jonas got carsick. Two hours along, the baby developed
heat rash. At the three-hour mark, Evie
and Jonas declared war in the back seat. At
five hours, Dad took a wrong turn. At
seven hours, Mom was ready to go back
home.
During the next 10 days, the Wilsons
endured blistering heat, crowded beaches,
five cases of sunburn, and countless frazzled nerves. When they finally returned
home, Dad couldn't wait to get back to
work. Mom vowed never to leave town
again. And grandma joined a senior citizens' vacation club!1
Change a few specifics in this story and
we have a general description of our human relationships, our families, and even
our churches. Good family interaction
requires more than common parentage. It
also needs sibling relationships built upon
reconciliation.
If we note the language of Ephesians
chapter two, we discover some of the key
factors for the breakdown of life together.
The first factor is the practice of namecalling. The Gentiles were called "uncircumcised" by the Jews who were circumcised (v. 11). Labels do hurt. They hurt
when they create a special ingroup which
excludes others. They hurt when they
diminish the self-esteem of others or rob
them of the respect that would otherwise
be accorded them.
The Gentiles also experienced alienation (v. 12). Not only were they aliens to
Israel's commonwealth and covenants,
they were also without God and the hope
of salvation in Christ. Alienation is the
feeling of being shut out from the privileges others enjoy. We can feel excluded
from friendship, denied access to power,
silenced in the decision-making role of the
group, rejected the right to exercise our
spiritual gift, unwanted on a ministry team
in the church, and the countless other ways
we are made to feel that we do not fit nor
belong.
The text speaks thirdly of barriers and
dividing walls (v. 14). In this case it was
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due to the commandments and regulations
embodied in the Old Testament law. It was
possible to interpret those laws as grounds
for excluding Gentiles, or at least from
limiting their status among the Israelites.
Any Gentile who wished to join the Hebrew worship in the Jerusalem temple
encountered a wall which separated him or
her from the rest of the Israelites. The
Gentile's place was far from the Holy of
Holies; the Israelite's place was near to it.
Warning signs cut into the temple stones
told Gentiles that the penalty for getting
too close would be death.
What results when we feel put down by
labels, alienated from privileges, and frustrated by barriers that discriminate? We
experience anger, the degree of anger
twice called hostility in this passage (vv.
14,16). Hostility is the kind of anger experienced only when there are at least two
different persons or groups of people. One
does not feel hostility toward objects or
events but only against a person or group
who frustrates one's sense of personhood.
It can be a one-directional emotion, but
generally, as here in this text, it is a twodirectional emotion: each party expressing hostility toward the other.
Notice how God solved these problems
in Christ. First, the incarnation of Jesus
made all human labels irrelevant. His
physical features and his cultural conditioning was Jewish, but his human identification was with the flesh common to all
the descendants of Adam. Verse 15 says he
destroyed the difference Jew and Gentile
implied by uniting both in one new humanity. Henceforth, all that really mattered
was being a new person in Jesus Christ. If
we understand the meaning of the name
Christian, then no other label can matter in
regard to status and worth.
Secondly, Jesus overcame the problem
of alienation through his death on the cross
(vv. 16-17). Underlying the alienation
between Jew and Gentile was a more basic
alienation: both were alienated from God
through their own sin. Reconciling both
parties to himself, he also reconciled them
to each other. Has not our own experience
illustrated this truth? When we have been
at odds with one another, no real progress
toward reconciliation has occurred until
both of us have moved closer to God. For
if both move closer to God, we must of
necessity get closer to each other.
Thirdly, God destroyed the barriers

We are so
caught up
with doing
for God that
we have
crowded out
the necessary
listening to
God.

Churches
composed of
confident
believers
are powerful.
They grow
in numbers
and maturity,
for faith
made strong
by the Spirit
is contagious.

rooted in the law that discriminated between people who would worship him.
Verse 18 says through Christ all people
have access to God in the Holy Spirit. The
old temple in Jerusalem was replaced by a
new spiritual temple. Gentiles are no
longer kept at a distance beyond a dividing
wall. Women are no longer kept at the distant end of the court of the Israelites.
Those outside the priesthood are no longer
forbidden access to the temple and its
rights. Now, every believer is one vital
stone in God's house, this new temple
indwelt by the Holy Spirit. The Spirit guarantees free and equal access to God.
Now, how do people feel when labels
have no power to hurt, when their alienation is overcome in reconciliation, and
when the frustrating barriers to access to
God have been removed? The text describes it as peace, a word thrice repeated
in verses 15 through 17. Hostility has
given way to peace, all that is understood
by the wonderful Hebrew word "shalom"
—comprehensive well-being.
Chapter two of Ephesians tells us what
God has done to reconcile human relationships. This becomes the pattern, the
style of how we are to make peace in our
relationships. Chapters four through six
begin to instruct us how to do this in the
church, in the home, and in the institutions
of our society. We are to build upon the
foundation laid down in Christ. We are to
follow the example God has given us in
Jesus.
But chapter two has already given us
important clues to regulating our relationships as Christians, in everything from
family vacation to the floor of General
Conference. Beware of labels that hurt, of
attitudes that alienate, of actions that erect
barriers to access. Let's work on speaking
which affirms people in Christ, attitudes
which ease the way to reconciliation, and
actions that enhance access to God's
house.
We are called to a life beyond our personal resources. How can we possibly do
it? The third theme of Ephesians addresses this need.
Empowerment—the strength
of our life together
Twice in the first three chapters of
Ephesians Paul records his prayers for the
church. His prayer in chapter one follows
the discussion on election. It is a plea for

enlightenment that the Ephesians might
know the implications of election for the
church as well as for themselves. Chapter
two extends this theme of enlightenment in
terms of reconciliation. Paul concludes this
discussion in chapter three with his second
prayer (vv. 14-21). The focus of this prayer
is empowerment. Various terms for power
abound in these few verses.
At the heart of this issue is the ministry
of the Holy Spirit. Verse 16 says: "I pray
that out of his glorious riches he may
strengthen you with power through his
Spirit in your inner being." The results of
this strengthening are twofold: faith and
love.
The Spirit makes real Christ's dwelling
in our heart by faith (v. 17). Paul's discussion about election in chapter one mentioned the Spirit's seal upon the believer's
faith, bearing testimony to the future inheritance of heaven. But we need continuing
assurance of salvation beyond the point of
our conversion. Christ dwells in our heart
by faith. We are not always conscious of
his presence. Doubt can cloud our vision
like an unwanted piece of dirt blown into
our eye on a windy day. Our own disappointment with the progress of our
Christian life can make us an enemy to
ourselves. Fellow Christians can signal
their disapproval of our faith and service
and thus give rise to personal discouragement.
These things undermine our strength in
the Lord and our ability to make a strong
contribution to the work of the church. We
therefore need that constant strengthening
of the Spirit in regard to our election, our
place in the family of God. People whose
confidence is strong in the Lord are less
vulnerable to temptation, less prone to
mistakes in judgment, and more ready to
pursue the work of the church.
What is true of the individual is true
also of the group. Churches composed of
confident believers are powerful. They are
better examples of Christianity. Their
sense of conviction gets people's attention
and they witness with greater power. A
sense of joy pervades their life, and there is
a readiness to do what they can in the
name of Jesus. Such churches grow in
numbers and maturity, for faith made
strong by the Spirit is contagious.
In the second place, Paul relates the
Spirit's strength to the corporate experience of love (3:17-19). Faith can be an
Evangelical Visitor

individual matter, but love can never be
an individual matter. It can only exist in
relationship with others. It is the Spirit
who creates love in the church and causes
it to grow. The Spirit causes the church to
probe and to experience all the dimensions
of love, however they may be defined. The
Spirit's goal is that the church might experience the knowledge-surpassing love of
God, filled to the limit with the very fullness of God.
Chapters four through six of Ephesians
illustrate specific details in which the Spirit
helps the church to be strengthened in
love. My personal interest is the Spirit's
work in reconciliation, for it was that topic
that preceded this prayer for empowerment.
I passed over a little book on the Ashland Seminary library table during one of
the school's book sales. Both the title and
the author were unknown to me. When it
was still there the second day, I picked it
up to examine it more closely. The Small
Man of Nanataki by the Irish journalist
Liam Nolan is about a Japanese Lutheran
pastor, Riyoshi Watanake. Part of his training took place at the Lutheran Seminary in
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. Pastoring in
Hiroshima when World War II broke out in
the Pacific, he was sent to Hong Kong in
1942 to serve as an interpreter for the
Japanese prison camps for English personnel.
I bought the book for 25 cents and we
read it a chapter at a time along with our
nightly family worship. And, like so many
good books, the story gripped us. Here
was a Japanese patriot who loved his country and believed in its cause. But, when
he saw the plight of the English prisoners, his Christian heart superseded his
nationalism. He literally risked his life
time and again, smuggling food and
medicines to prisoners who would have
died without them. He joined the prisoners
in their worship services and refused to
torture them even when commanded to do
so.
In the last weeks of the war his superiors discovered his humanitarian deeds and
dismissed him in a most humiliating way,
promising that the secret police would
hunt him down in Hong Kong and kill
him. While hiding with townspeople who
befriended him, he lived in terror not only
for his own life but for that of his wife and
children in Hiroshima.
July 1992

On August 5, 1945, he prayed for their
safety. On the same night, a Lutheran
chaplain named William B. Downey was
praying on the tiny Pacific Island of Tinian
for the crew of the Enola Gay which was
to carry the atomic bomb dubbed "Little
Boy" to Japan. The next day the bomb fell
on Hiroshima. It was months before Rev.
Watanake got a letter from one of his
daughters saying that his wife and elder
daughter perished in that bomb blast.
Devastated by grief and sorrow, he eventually returned to Japan and took up his
pastoral and humanitarian duties in his
home country.
That's where the Irish journalist Liam
Nolan comes into the picture. He kept
bumping into the name of Rev. Watanake,
called Uncle John by the English people
Watanake served and befriended. Nolan
was working for the British Broadcasting
Company in 1960, writing scripts for "This
Is Your Life" programs. He located Rev.
Watanake in Japan and brought him to
England to appear on this television program. The result of this program is best
told in Nolan's words.
His appearance on "This Is Your Life"
had a huge effect on many people. I
remember well seeing many of the studio
audience crying when this man of quite
extraordinary gentleness came on. And I
remember too the things that happened on
the day following the programme. There
was the restaurant in the Strand where the
waitress hovered about our table staring at
the unheeding Uncle John. Finally she
bowed low over my shoulder and asked:
"Is this the Japanese gentleman who was
on television last night? " I told her it was.
She stood up straight again, and by this
time Uncle John was aware that something was going on behind him. He turned
and smiled up at her and then she said:
"Up until last night I hated every Japanese
that ever lived because my brother was
tortured by them and died in Hong Kong.
But after seeing you, sir, I can never hate
them again, because I know now that there
must have been good Japanese too. God
bless you."
Going back to his hotel at Lancaster
Gate after lunch I explained exactly to
Uncle John what it was the waitress had
said. We were sitting in an Underground
train, and when I looked at his face it was
to see tears pouring down his cheeks. I
didn 't know what to do or say. He was

Faith can be
an individual
matter, but
love can
never be an
individual
matter. It can
only exist in
relationship
with others.

much older than I, and he was unashamedly crying before all the people in the carriage. Then he took out a handkerchief,
pressed it to his face and stayed that way
for a few minutes. When he looked up, he
was smiling. As he wiped his eyes he said:
"I am glad I am a messenger ofpeace. "2

A church
open to
God's past
and God's
future is a
stronger,
healthier
church than
one walled
in to the
present
alone.

I think we are all struck by the hideous
irony of this story, that on the same night
two Lutheran ministers can be praying
such opposite things in regard to the city of
Hiroshima. But we are struck even more
by the power of love strengthened by the
Holy Spirit—love stronger than nationalism, stronger than hatred, stronger than
death itself. And we say to ourselves, if
love can reconcile enemies in the extreme
circumstances of war, can it do any less in
the day-to-day tests we encounter at work,
at home, and in the church?
Conclusion
When we take up God's photo album of
the church we begin to feel a little like
Alice in Wonderland: things get "curiouser and curiouser." It is the children who
change and age through the years but the
Divine Parent remains the same, from eternity to eternity. There are pictures from
the recent past and from the present which
we recognize because they reflect our life
in the church. Some of these we like; they
are our happy moments, and we want to
look at them for awhile. Others we page
through quickly because they show us in
our moments that we would like to forget,
when the church is not what God intends it
to be. Still, these are pictures we can recognize, for they reflect the ordinary time
frame of human history.
But who has ever seen a photograph of
God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? No
human camera has ever caught the image
of God. Yet here are pictures of the very
mind of God, revealing his thoughts concerning the Church from eternity past.
Nor has any human invention been able
to record the future which to us has not yet
occurred. But this book has pictures
already of the Church in God's eternity
yet to come. The technology of our generation has amazed us with three-dimensional pictures. God's Word does to time
what our technology can only do with
space. It blends three different time dimensions—past, present, and future—into one
picture of the Church.

Amazing! And yet not beyond our comprehension. No family ever lives solely in
the present. It has a history which influences the present. The earlier pictures of
the album help us understand the more
contemporary ones. And cross-generational pictures help us detect family likeness passed on from parents to children.
But families are also shaped by their vision
of the future. What they hope to become
makes a difference now in the way they
are. Family group pictures often include
not only parents and children but also their
spouses and potential in-laws, and even
children yet unborn as forecast in women
wearing maternity clothing.
Ephesians reminds us that God has
placed his past and his future around our
present. Like two great bookends they
keep our present life together upright.
Remove either or both of these bookends
and the present loses its ability to keep its
place. Our ability to be a reconciled and
reconciling family in the present depends
upon our knowledge of God's electing
love from the past and upon our experience of his promised empowerment for
the future.
The church is a spiritual temple in
which believers are the stones of the building. But more, it is a building without
ends. This is not a weakness due to some
designer's oversight. It is a strength planned by Divine foresight. For a church left
open to God's past and God's future is a
stronger, healthier church than one walled
in to the present alone.
It is a good thing we have come to the
last picture of this album. We're stretched
about as far as we can go. But it is also a
good picture to take with us. It is one we
can view with pleasure and profit from
time to time, reminding us what our life
together is and can be. And it might just
come in handy should someone ask us to
show them the Church. One picture is
worth a . . . well, it's a whole lot better than
just our words.
•

Notes
'Bruce H. Wilkinson, Paula A. Kirk, Colin W.
Edwards, Family Walk. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan
[Walk Through The Bible Ministries], 1991), p.36.
2
Liam Nolan, Small Man of Nanataki. (New
York: E.P. Dutton & Co., Inc., 1966), pp. viii and ix.
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I have not taken much notice
as to what other schools are taking up with but as far as I have
knowledge in regard to presentday Sunday School movements I
do not think it would be well to
uphold anything which would not
tend to strengthen the spiritual
mind. . . . Instead of teaching the
unadulterated word of God in its
purity and simplicity in such a
way that it will appeal to the
minds and hearts of the children
and young people and thus creating in them a desire or eagerness
to hear and learn more of God, it
almost looks or seems from the
little we have read, seen or heard,
that Sunday School workers or
leaders are looking to other
July 1992
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in the late 1800s
when those "progressive liberals"
out in the Midwest bumped up upon
other denominations and their practices, the Brethren in Christ have had
Sunday school. It was established as a
common practice, however, only after
considerable debate. Note the rather
negative tone of excerpts from an article called "What Attitude Should We
Manifest Toward Present-Day Sunday School Movements?" by Mabel
Lyons from Carland, Michigan, in the
July 2 and 16, 1917, Evangelical
Visitor.
ROM THE TIME

chose as apos- |

„

by Helen Johns

means for the purpose of drawing
the young into the Sunday School
and for keeping them interested
after they are in the School. . . .
The most of Sunday School
workers seem to think some form
of entertainment or amusement
should be used to keep the
Sunday School up, such as parties
for one thing. . . . As a general
rule a good many schools have a
picnic for the children. These little picnics are simple enough yet
they are not necessary. . . . The
thought has been expressed
something like this, do we have to
have contests, banquets and these
things that go along with popular
organization for the purpose of
keeping up the Sunday School?
It would be better if we were so
filled with the Spirit and the love
of God that we would in this way
gain a larger enrollment in our
Sunday Schools.
Does this criticism sound familiar?
Compare Mabel's concern of 75 years
ago with that written not so long ago
by a Christian educator from a sister
denomination: "Strange as it may
seem, some of our Christian classes
appear to have bought into the secular
philosophy of 'progressive education.' We seem to have abandoned
teaching biblical principles for color-

ing and puppet-making. Picture puzzles have won out over the Ten Commandments
For all the committed
teachers, there are probably just as
many who would rather play games
than teach Bible lessons."1

W

is THE PURPOSE of Sunday
school, anyway? Fifty years
ago, the Brethren in Christ emphasis
on Sunday school had become serious
business. They were into a concept
that today throws teachers into a tizzy: accountability. It is astounding to
find in the July 6, 1942, issue of the
Visitor a two-page spread titled "Report on Review Test." I looked with
amazement at a list of the 42 top-scoring Brethren in Christ congregations,
followed by three columns to the right
listing 1941 average attendance, number taking the test, and the average
grade for each congregation. Denominational leaders 50 years ago actually
circulated a standardized test which
was administered to 3,060 Sunday
school "scholars," as they used to be
called. (Today we seem to feel grateful to get children in the door and sitting still long enough for a story and
some songs.)
A total of 86 Sunday schools took
the test, with an average overall score
of 70.6 percent. The highest score
was listed as 95 percent from EngleHAT

wood Chapel, Iowa (a church now
defunct; they had three really good
students!). Other highs were from
Springhope, Pa., (93 percent); Oak
Park, Iowa (88 percent); Woodbury,
Pa. (87 percent); Fox Hollow, Pa. (86
percent); Cross Roads, Pa. (84 percent); and Cheapside, Ont. (83 percent). To its possible chagrin, Grantham, Pa.—average attendance, 135;
number taking the test, 68—registered a near-average 72 percent.
I find the Grantham statistics very
interesting: average attendance was
135. That is a huge Sunday school by
today's standards. Upland's Sunday
school in 1941 averaged 252 and thenaverage test score was 70 percent.
The next largest Sunday school was

that of Black Creek, Ont., weighing in
at 184 in average attendance and an
average grade of 79 percent. It is
interesting to note that the average
scores came from the largest enrollments, and the highest score from the
school with the smallest enrollment.
The school with the smallest enrollment is now non-existent. (Chew on
that one for awhile!)

S

o WHAT is Sunday school for?
Evangelism? Are the Granthams,
Uplands, and Black Creeks of 50
years ago to be commended for drawing great numbers of young people
into the church building, even though
their testable knowledge was seen as
nearly deficient? Were they trying to

I'm a "Life Toucher"
Remember: All teachers aren't Life Touchers,
but all Life Touchers %re definitely teachers.

Teachers Life Touchers
Push
Agonize
Give examples
Try to change others
Sometimes get bitter
Don't like to change

Concentrate on grades
Are interested in teaching
Help students get through tests
Demand answers to the questions
Have a room full of short adults
Teach (glove compartment)
Know their subject matter
Call kids winners or losers
Label kids with periods
Know what is taught
Have troublemakers
Try to raise morale
Have bad bunches
Assume interest
Talk the message
Tell

Pull
Organize
Are the examples
Change themselves
Get better and better
Change what they don't like (by
changing what they have to look at
or changing the way they look at it)
Help students concentrate and grade
their own progress
Are interesting as teachers
Help people get through life
Encourage questions of the answers
Have a class full of human beings
Train (trunk)
Know what to do when the subject
doesn't matter
Realize we are all choosers
Help people find themselves
Know it's what's caught that counts
Recognize hurting kids who are having
trouble making it
Realize morale filters down from the
top (the life touchers)
Take full responsibility for the learning
atmosphere in their classroom
Create interest
Walk the message
Explain
—Bill Sanders, Kalamazoo, Mich.
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instill a love for the church, believing
that love, rather than knowledge,
would lead to lifetime commitments?
Today some would say that evangelism is without doubt the main objective of Sunday school.
Yet others argue that the main
command in the Great Commission
is "make disciples." In this type of
reasoning, knowledge of the Bible
and grounding in stories and principles of the faith become the primary
goals of Sunday school.
This tension between the goals of
Sunday school is evidenced today by
the fact that as a denomination we no
longer use the same materials in every
church. It seems logical that if the
churches of 50 years ago tested their
youngsters at the end of the year, they
must have used the same curriculum.
No longer is that true. The Sunday
School Literature department of the
Board for Media Ministries is today
the smallest department. We answer
the needs of Brethren in Christ
Sunday schools by offering two different curricula—Anabaptist and
Wesleyan—knowing full well that
many people go to their convenient
corner bookstore and pick up D.C.
Cook, Standard, or Scripture Press.
How could we possibly evaluate student knowledge and growth given this
diversity of curricula?
Some people put it this way,
"Teaching and evangelism are not in
opposition to each other. Rather they
are the opposite sides of the same
coin. It is when they are working
together that they make up the mission of the church. . . . The Sunday
school, possibly more than any other
ministry of the church, merges or
combines the dual priorities of evangelism and teaching into a dynamic
thrust which fulfills the mandate of
the Great Commission."2
If this indeed is true—that Sunday
school has shouldered the main ongoing responsibility in our churches for
fulfilling the Great Commission—
then it is no wonder that some Sunday
schools are struggling. We have entrusted the fulfillment of Jesus' great
commandment for the most part to
minimally trained volunteers. These
volunteers must be good teachers;
Evangelical Visitor

they must be filled by the Spirit with
love for the unlovely week after
week; they must be knowledgeable
in Scripture; they must show individual attention to class members; they
must be skilled communicators and
enthusiastic bearers of the good news.
They must, if the truth be told, be pastors in their own right, able to win the
lost and train them into functioning
disciples. Is it any wonder we have a
crisis in many churches in finding
volunteers who feel capable of such a
task?
Recently, one Pennsylvania church
ran in their newsletter an article called
"Becoming Biblically Literate." In it
the writer addressed the discipling
challenge as seen in their own congregation: "In a society where the
church is competing for time and
money, Christians are becoming less
committed to learning the fundamentals of the Christian faith. The Bible at
one time was a primer in the American education system. Everyone who
was educated received teaching in
how to use it and the important stories
it gave as models for wholesome living. . . . In the '90s we are issue-oriented. Christians want to know the
'Christian perspective' on every issue
imaginable, from artificial intelligence to the implementation of Star
Wars. In the wide sea of issues confronting us, we have unknowingly
pushed the basic Bible skill and stories out of the way for a 'quick fix' on
current topics." The article goes on
to cite information about Bible knowledge in that church ("Only three
youth out of a class of 24 could tell
anything about Saul's conversion on
the Damascus road...."). The article
then proceeds to explain how the
Christian education committee was
preparing to take specific steps to
reduce biblical illiteracy.
Another congregation recently included this announcement with their
church news submissions: "People of
the congregation shared poems and
anecdotes encouraging teachers in
their teaching. They also enjoyed the
video 'Celebrate Sunday School:
Four Million Teachers Strong.'" As
we read through hundreds of church
bulletins in the course of a month for
July 1992

news to include in the Visitor, we see
evidence of life, thought, and vitality
in the area of Christian education in a
good number of congregations. Sunday school is not dead. According to
some sources, it is not even dying in
the Brethren in Christ Church or in
evangelical churches in general.3 People all across the denomination are
working at intentional ways of realizing both the evangelistic and the disciple-making goals of Sunday school
for children and adults. It is thrilling
to see a denomination at work in this
way, even if we are lacking in a unified thrust in the areas of vision,
objectives, and curriculum.
One wonders if it is realistic in the
1990s to hope for cooperation or
supervised effort within the Brethren
in Christ Church in the area of Christian education. Is there anything to be
learned from our brothers and sisters
of 50 years ago and their zeal for
Sunday school accountability? Are
we too steeped in individualism and
too diverse in our theology and practices to ever again move along together as a body in our Christian education process? Is the availability of a
wide variety of Christian education
publications working to our benefit
or our detriment as a denomination?
These are certainly questions to think
about.

Marlene LeFever, known in ecumenical circles as a Christian educator of excellence, puts it this way: "I
went to a church that eventually
closed its doors because only children
were joining. Forty-five years ago
that church gave me a Robert Raikes
Diploma that now hangs in my office.
This award has space for six seals
I have only five seals. The church disbanded before I could get my sixth.
That award says more about who I
am today than all the educational
diplomas or adult awards that have
come my way. It's a visual affirmation to the teachers, who when I was
only a child in a dying church, lit in
me a lifelong fire for Christian education. In God's ears, I suspect the
phrase 'only children' is meaningless."4
As Brethren in Christ, let's be sure
of our purposes in Christian education. Let's be committed to them so
that we "light lifelong fires" in Sunday school that keep our churches
burning with enthusiasm, and that
keep Christ real in our hearts and in
the world. Let's be students of the
practices of the past, but stronger
seekers of the future in finding ways
to win and make disciples through
Sunday schools and the wider realms
of Christian education.

T

take lightly
the practices of the past. One of
them is retained in my congregation
because of the consistent, persistent
efforts of a Sunday school secretary
now in her 70s. It is the awarding of
the Robert Raikes Diploma and yearly seals for attendance. I dare say that
when this faithful lady, who was reared in the glory days of Sunday school,
is gone, we may also lose a valuable
tradition in our church. Sunday school
faithful and perfect attendance are not
valued the way they were in the past.
ODAY WE SOMETIMES

At any rate, I discovered last year
to my surprise that our son, just graduated from high school, takes a fair
amount of satisfaction in placing his
yearly seal on old Robert's diploma.
Despite its shortcomings, Sunday
school has been a meaningful and
pleasant experience for him.

Endnotes:
'Skip Payette, "More Than Scissors and
Paste," The Wesleyan Advocate, Oct. 1,1984.
2
"Sunday School and the Great Commission," General Baptist Messenger, Mar. 1991.
"'From time to time, people have predicted the end of the Sunday school. If you were
given the assignment of locating 100 churches that feel that Sunday school is a thing of the
past, you would have to contact 5,000 churches. On the other hand, if your assignment were
to locate 100 churches that say the opposite,
you'd only have to contact 102. In the 1980s,
attendance increased 7.1 percent. That's
2,400,000 students. Ninety-eight percent of
all churches in this country have Sunday
school." Christian Education Article Service,
D.C. Cook Publishing Co., Elgin, 111.
'Marlene LeFever, "Only Children," D.C.
Cook Publishing Co, Elgin, IL.
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What
makes a
great
church?
, by Douglas Kelchner

What makes a great church? Ask
that question and you may get any
number of answers. Yet, regardless of
the variety of opinions, it is a question
to which we need to give serious
thought. Since most of us have and
will continue to invest the major portion of our lives in the life of the
church, it would be helpful to know
the difference between greatness,
mediocrity, and outright failure.
Often in seeking the answer to the
question of church greatness we turn
to a variety of sources, all of which
tend to measure the answer on the
basis of statistics. Statistical increases in attendance, membership, giving,
programs, conversions, and many
other areas are pointed to by growth
experts and a myriad of supporting
publications as the indicators of greatness.
It must also be said that we use
these same criteria on the congregational level. Be it pastor or laity, we
feel good when statistics are up and
not so good when they level off or
decline. In fact, when the numbers
Douglas Kelchner is senior pastor of the
Chambersburg, Pa., Brethren in Christ
Church.
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axe. not up, we have become accustomed to concluding that something is
wrong and changes must be made.
If you are tired of the numbers
approach, why not join me in determining the greatness of your church
differently. Let's put together the
beginnings of a greatness checklist.
Item #1—How doctrinally sound is
the teaching and preaching in your
congregation? It does matter what
you believe. I have often heard the
analogy that doctrine is similar to the
banks of a river. Without banks you
have only a swamp and a swamp has
no flow or defined direction. Welldefined beliefs provide both foundation and parameters for the church's
advance.
Teaching is what the early church
"devoted" themselves to. Paul taught
that sound teaching was to be kept as
a "pattern." A pattern is something
you repeat. The church does not need
to be radically redesigned every time
the numbers don't look impressive or
a new trend comes along. The church
does need a sound belief that serves
people well from generation to generation. As a pastor, I am not looking
for something new in the area of

beliefs. Instead I want to identify with
Jude who spoke of contending for a
faith that was "once for all." Great
churches have foundational truths that
they consider non-negotiable.
Item #2—How is the attitude of your
congregation toward God? Great
churches have a high reverence for
God and therefore a deep humility
before God. This was also true in the
early church. The book of Acts
records reverent fear captivating the
whole church so much so that they
lived in the reverence of the Lord.
There was a premium on God's opinion. This issue of pride versus reverence in congregational attitude is tied
closely to the next item in our greatness checklist.
Item #3—How do the priorities of
your congregation fit Christ's purpose for the church? Have we closely looked at whose agenda is setting
the program for the church? In
Ephesians Paul tells us that Christ not
only loved the church, but that he purposed to make us holy. Certainly it is
obvious that Christ's purpose is more
than statistical growth. Christ is looking for the church to focus on life
Evangelical Visitor

change. Great churches focus their
priorities on helping people experience genuinely transformed living
even when transformation is seen as
demanding or unpopular.
Item #4—How actively involved in
ministry are the people in your congregation? Now that is an important
statistic! Great churches are not built
around one person, a select group of
leaders, or a few key families. The
key to greatness is increasing the percentage of our people who are living
out their Christian faith. Jesus said
that we should let our light shine
before other people so that they see
our good works.
While we can provide ministry
opportunities through the church, we
also can multiply the possibilities by
encouraging involvement in ministries throughout our local communities. Ministry needs to be seen as
something that can happen anywhere.
Item #5—How generous is your
congregation? Again, when we read
of the early church shortly after
Pentecost we read of the meeting of

needs. People sold their possessions
in order for needs to be met. A spirit
of generosity pervaded the church. Is
the giving spirit of your church limited to just meeting a budget? True
generosity has few boundaries. While
it is first evidenced in the local congregation, it spills over to denominational ministries, worthy parachurch
ministries in the community, and the
needy and hungry we will never meet.
Are we as generous when we will
receive no statistical credit for our
giving? Great churches are composed
of people who sacrificially invest
their resources in Christ's work.
Item #6—How unified is your congregation? Regardless of the attendance figures, no church can be great
if it squabbles and quarrels internally.
Unity (not uniformity) is to be a high
priority for believers. Paul taught that
"whatever happens" we are to conduct ourselves "in a manner worthy of
the gospel of Christ." He is teaching
that there is a right way, as a Christian, to face anything that happens
within our church. When he wrote the
church at Corinth, he further taught

that the presence of quarreling is
direct evidence that we are still
worldly and still acting like mere
human beings. I believe that a great
church is composed of people who
can handle their differences in a spirit of unity. They know how to act like
Christians when the chips are down.
I guess you've gotten the idea by
now. You can certainly take the
checklist over from here and add to it
a number of other vital areas. I've just
tried to help you get started. You, the
reader, will be thinking about your
own church. Go beyond the statistics
in your evaluation. You may find that
your church isn't as healthy as the
numbers might seem to indicate. On
the other hand, you may find that you
already attend a truly great church.
Statistics will always be with us and
we recognize that these records do
have their place. Our need is to stop
substituting numbers for true greatness. Instead, let us determine to do
the right things and then not become
weary in remaining consistent.
•

CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS
Over t h e y e a r s , you p r o b a b l y h a v e developed some p e r s o n a l or
family t r a d i t i o n s w h i c h help to m a k e t h e A d v e n t / C h r i s t m a s
s e a s o n e s p e c i a l l y meaningful. Now you have t h e o p p o r t u n i t y to
s h a r e t h o s e t r a d i t i o n s w i t h other VISITOR r e a d e r s .
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Although typewritten manuscripts are preferred, handwritten
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material; do NOT send material previously published elsewhere,
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Nappanee, IN 46550.
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'Drought of the Century'

Hunger stalking
southern Africa's
Brethren in Christ
church communities

drought
affected areas

.by Pearl Sensenig

Diminishing water sources, dust
storms, dying cattle, withered crops,
stunted corn stalks—some only 9
inches tall—these are sights southern
Africans do not see during what
should be the rainy season.
However, little or no rain fell during the critical growing months of
January and February, causing southern African farmers to lose 60 to 90
percent of their corn, the region's staple food. Millions of people are at
risk of starving. At times southern
Africa has suffered from pockets of
drought but this drought engulfs the
whole region, including both Zimbabwe and South Africa, countries that
usually export food.
The heart of the southern Africa
Brethren in Christ church is located in
the hardest hit areas, according to
Hershey Leaman, MCC food and disaster coordinator. At an April meeting
in Zambia, Brethren in Christ leaders
told Leaman, "Even the old people
can't remember anything like this.
The needs are overwhelming."
Zambian Bishop E. Shamapani
predicted many Brethren in Christ
church communities will suffer greatly due to the severe drought. All of
Zambia's Southern Province, where

Pearl Sensenig works in MCC's Information Services office in Akron, Pa.
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there are 98 Brethren in Christ churches, has been affected. Pastors have
already come to seek food assistance,
both for hungry people in their congregations and for their own families,
he said. Southern Province will need
2 million bags of corn; government
and church agencies have promised
150,000 bags to date, according to
Shamapani.
Menno Plett, MCC Zambia country representative, said people are eating wild fruits and roots, and selling
their cattle to buy food. Farmers have
been forced to sell or eat their plowing oxen and use their seeds to feed
their families. The next planting season begins in September and seeds
are expected to be scarce and expensive.
MCC hopes to collect $100,000 to
buy seeds for Mozambican, Zambian
and Zimbabwean farmers. (The
World Hunger Fund designated for
MCC will be used for this project.)
"Supplying seeds moves people toward food production instead of food
dependency," said Leaman. If contributions exceed the goal, the money
will be used for MCC's ongoing work
in the region.
Over the next year MCC, in cooperation with Canadian Foodgrains
Bank, will send direct food assistance
valued at $3.3 million to the region.
Churches and church agencies will

distribute the food. Plett said he is
"very encouraged by the lead role the
churches are taking by organizing
drought relief efforts through health
centers and hospitals."
In Zambia, Macha Mission Hospital, operated by the Brethren in
Christ, drew up a plan to provide free
food or food for work to people who
cannot afford to buy any. Macha medical personnel estimate 20 percent of
the children in that area are already
protein deficient; an additional 40
percent are borderline. Children,
pregnant women, nursing mothers
and the sick—the most vulnerable
population—will receive supplemental food. People able to work will
improve roads, schools, clinics and
unload and load donated food in a
"food for work" arrangement. Brethren in Christ church leaders and MCC
Zambia plan a parallel response in the
Sikalongo area.
In Zimbabwe, Christian Care (a
Zimbabwean ecumenical relief and
service agency) will distribute MCCdonated food in Matabeleland, home
of many Brethren in Christ churches.
About half of Zimbabwe's 10 million people will need food assistance;
nearly 1.7 million face "critical
deficits." This drought follows a poor
1991 harvest that caused food stocks
to be especially low.
Finding food to purchase is beEvangelical Visitor

coming an increasingly difficult task
for Zimbabweans. Betty Mpofu, a
board member of Brethren in Christestablished Dekesi Secondary School,
reported walking over three and a half
miles to get into line at a store to buy
food. She waited there all night and in
the morning, when the store did not
open, went home to check on her
three children. She returned to the
store and waited in line another night.
In the morning she was able to buy
cornmeal, but only at an exceptionally high price.

Zimbabweans are suffering severe
water shortages. Bulawayo, a city of 1
million, turns off the water for periods
of time as a conservation measure. In
some areas school enrollment has
dropped as parents cannot afford fees
or clothing for their children. Some
schools report students, weak from
hunger, fainting on a daily basis.
Mozambique and Malawi
To Mozambique, already ravaged
by war, the drought is a "double whammy," says Leaman. Nearly 1.8 mil-

TWXAMf of "Peace
A Special World Hunger
Fund Appeal
You've heard about the severe
drought and potential for famine in
southern Africa. The United Nations
World Food Program estimates that
20 million or more people will be critically affected by drought in 11 countries in southern Africa. The Washington Post (April 6, 1992) reports
that "the signs of pending disaster can
be seen in fried-out fields of unharvested corn stubble and empty reservoirs as well as hungry faces of peasants and food lines in cities."
Perhaps you've also wondered
how our Brethren in Christ sisters and
brothers in Zambia and Zimbabwe,
Malawi and Mozambique are faring.
They too are in need:
"Many people say they will die
this year. An old man came and told
me that he went to bed hungry. . . . I
gave him some mealie meal. Last
week a woman came and begged, saying her children had not eaten for several days and were crying
It tears
your heart out." (Jake Shenk, Brethren in Christ missionary in Zimbabwe)
"We live in the middle of a village
of 2,500 to 3,000 people. Their maize
[corn] supply will completely run out
in a matter of weeks. . . . We love
these people and they are hungry.
They are Muslim and we would like
July 1992

them to know that the Christian church
cares for them as a witness of Christ's
love." (Phil and Doreen Byers, Brethren in Christ missionaries in Malawi)
The Board for Brotherhood Concerns recently released $5,000 from
the World Hunger Fund for emergency assistance among the Brethren in
Christ in southern Africa. In addition,
we plan to partner with Mennonite
Central Committee's relief efforts in
the region, and for the next quarter
will be designating the 75percent portion of World Hunger Funds that normally go to MCC for relief in southern Africa. (See the MCC article for
more information about their seed
project and other projects in the
region.)
This $5,000, added to $5,000 also
released for a development project in
Orissa, India, among the Brethren in
Christ there, completely wipes out our
World Hunger Fund cash balance.
This is good because it means that
your gifts are being used to help needy
people, but it also means that we will
not be able to respond to future emergencies or even to continue to respond to this drought emergency in
southern Africa unless you help. In
addition to the current crisis, we have
ongoing commitments in 1992 to a
food bank in Philadelphia, refugee
assistance in Miami, and a food program for malnourished children at
Macha Hospital in Zambia.

lion of Mozambique's 15 million people already depend on food provided
by overseas donors. Now experts
forecast one in five people will need
food. The Christian Council of Mozambique, MCC's primary partner
there, will distribute MCC-donated
aid.
MCC will also send food to Mozambican refugees in Malawi. One in
10 people in Malawi are Mozambican
refugees, straining the resources of
an already impoverished country. •

a column for
Christian peacemakers

(While these are projects of the
U.S. World Hunger Fund, the Canadian Conference also administers a
World Hunger Fund and has also contributed to drought relief in Africa.)
In Galatians 6:10 we read, 'Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do
good to all people, especially to those
who belong to the family of believers." And in 1 Corinthians 12:26, we
read about the body (the church): "If
one part suffers, every part suffers
with it." Members of our family are
suffering, and we suffer with them.
One way to "do good" to them is to
give to the World Hunger Fund.
When the World Hunger Fund was
established in 1974, we in North
America were encouraged to reduce
our food budgets by 10 percent and
contribute the savings to the Fund.
Again now, when the need is so great,
we ask you to consider how you can
share out of your abundance with our
sisters and brothers in southern
Africa. You can send your above-budget, designated gifts for the World
Hunger Fund through your congregational treasury or directly to the
Brethren in Christ Stewardship Office, P. O. Box 450, Mechanicsburg,
PA 17055; or 2619 Niagara Parkway,
Fort Erie, ONT L2A 5M4.

The Way of Peace column is a project of
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns.
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od aP worktoour world
Missions in
my nerves
Kabombeka Pupe—London
I was born in Zambia and arrived in
London in 1984. I had not encountered
the Brethren in Christ while I lived in
Zambia, but here I was introduced to Rev.
Elias Moyo by a Finnish friend. Through
Brethren in Christ Missions in London I
found the Lord and was baptized in 1986.
I feel so privileged that I want others to
have this same privilege. Thus I have volunteered to be involved as missions leader for the Forest Gate Brethren in Christ.
In November we launched our first
Missions Sunday with the theme "The
Holy Spirit and Prayer in Missions
Today." Pastor Moyo gave a talk on the
meaning of missions, illustrating his talk
with the example of the Kensal Rise
group and their giving to missions. He
concluded by saying that "missions is
being committed to God, to his people,
and to his ministry." Brother Jacob then
challenged the congregation that the Holy
Spirit and prayer are the keys to fulfilling
the mission that is before us. Conviction
will come as we seek God and his will.
In February, two of us met as a
Missions Prayer Band in an office in the
community center. I had taken along the
Partnership Projects booklet, and after an
hour of prayer we laid £10 on the table
for whatever project the Lord would lead
us to support. We decided to share this
experience with the congregation and
continue to pray trusting the Lord to work
and influence lives for missions.
On Sunday, March 2, Pastor Moyo
preached a Spirit-anointed sermon challenging the congregation to commit
themselves and participate in God's program for the world. He asked the group to
pray for specific needs, such as the evangelists and church leaders in Malawi who
sometimes travel far to reach their village churches and preaching points. As
we sang the closing hymn, one member
came forward, picked up an offering basket and said that the Lord was telling her
that we needed to raise money for Malawi
right then. The regular tithes and offerings had already been collected, but in
this unplanned offering more than £60
was collected (since that day pledges for
16

Malawi are still coming in). The congregation has committed itself to raise funds
for two bicycles during 1992. God used
this lady to answer the prayers we raised
in the office that day in February!
Do continue to pray that God will use
this congregation for missions. Pastor
Moyo often says, and Graybill Brubaker
also challenged us during his November
visit, that "in order to grow we must
begin to look not only at our congregation
but also to those outside our church."

Dakua Danga
Church dedicated
Bill Hoke—Messiah Village, Pa.
March 8,1992—I am sure that we will
always remember today! It was a very
special day in the life of the Brethren in
Christ Church in Nepal. Mary and I took
a jeep from Biratnagar to the village and
were delighted to see the beautiful little
church with a bright red cross on it. We
arrived mid-morning, so we had a chance
to meet and talk with many people before
the service at noon. Nunulal Murmu, a
fine man, is the local pastor. His son, Anil
Murmu, has had a desire to study at
Allahabad Bible Seminary in India, but
he has not been able to secure admission.
Now today they spoke of his going to
Kathmandu to a seminary that has recently opened.
People came to Dakua Danga from at
least five other Brethren in Christ worship
centers in Nepal. People from other
denominations and groups had also been
invited, and a number of these came.
Someone estimated that more than 300
were gathered outside the little church by
the time the service started. How we
praise the Lord!
At noon Brother Graybill Brubaker
began the service by speaking outside to
the assembled group and then cutting the
ribbon. The people then filed through the
building for a "tour" and out the back
door, where they received some Indian
candy. After eating this, the people came
back into the church, packing together
closely. When all were seated, the meeting began. Such a good spirit was demonstrated in the singing, the prayers, and
even the announcements! There were so

many people crowded into the building
that it was almost impossible for the ushers to take the offering, but somehow they
managed. Several special songs were
given by a lovely group of young people
who sang in Santali; a number of the
people here are Santals. Mary had a
chance to talk to the first Santal convert in
Nepal. It was a thrilling experience!
Graybill Brubaker and I both preached
at this inside service. Shemlal Hembrom
did very well in his part of the services of
the day. He and Deepak Shresth are the
two educated and trained leaders of the
church in Nepal. Binod Kachchup also
works as a church planter among the
Uraons. The church in Bihar (India) was
represented that day by Rev. Hem K.
Paul, Rev. Samuel Hembrom, Rev. C. K.
Shresth, Rev. Luke Murmu, and Rev.
Sohan Lai Bara. After the service the people of Dakua Danga had prepared food
for all present, and we enjoyed a good
meal and more fellowship before dispersing to our various homes and lodgings. It was good that so many could meet
together for this happy time of dedication.
Just two years ago people in this country were being jailed for being Christians,
for evangelizing, for merely carrying a
Bible. Now, though the anti-conversion
law has not been officially changed,
enforcement has been relaxed, and people
worship openly. Pray that God will continue to protect and bless his people and
will give them courage should hardships
come again.

Making contacts
Randy Buck—Mexico City
Our team met together for a day of
prayer on the top floor of the Paraiso
Hotel, which overlooks Mexico City. We
brought together all of the research we
had done on the city's background and
asked ourselves the questions John
Dawson asks in his book, Taking Our
Cities for God. After looking at all this
information we began to discern the spirits that have formed strongholds around
this city. We as a team are binding these
spirits in prayer and loosing the people of
continued on page 17
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A b u l l e t i n of t h e Board for Media Ministries of t h e B r e t h r e n i n Christ Church,
w h o s e m o t t o is, "Don't just sit t h e r e . . . read s o m e t h i n g ! "
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making Thing/ Happen!

A new store will be added to the Christian Light
Bookstore family. The Christian Book and Gift Centre
of Troy, Ohio, is being purchased from the present
owners, Grace and Charles Hinkle. Through expansion of merchandise and enhanced promotion in the
Christian market north of Dayton, the store will surely
grow. Three Brethren in Christ churches are within
the store's market area.
The manager will be the dynamic
Rebecca Patterson. Rebecca has been
enthusiastically working at the Dayton
and Beaver Creek, Ohio, stores for
about seven years. While a clerk she
studied business courses and is now
anxious to prove herself as a manager.

Mr. Ray Schenk has assumed the responsibility
of production manager of the Evangel Press printing
facilities in Nappanee, Ind. Ray comes to the operation with almost 40 years experience in the printing
industry as pressman, bindery worker, and shop
supervisor. He assumes these responsibilities when
printing is undergoing increased competition as well as exciting new
innovations in production technology such as
desktop publishing.
Ray and his wife,
Faye, are long-time
residents of Elkhart,
Ind. They have been
quite active in their
local church and community. Ray is a get-upWhen Ben Franklin was in Paris he witnessed the first
and-go kinda guy and
hot-air balloon ride. A skeptical companion remarked, 'It
we're looking forward
looks neat, but what good is it?" To which Ben replied,
to his leadership.
"What good is a baby?"

Baby Bookstore Turns Fifty

Half a century ago Paul W. McBeth became the
"daddy" of the first full-fledged Christian bookstore
owned by the Brethren in Christ. On Sept. 19, 1942,
the E. V. Publishing House bookstore opened in Elizabethtown, Pa. From this beginning the bookstores
have served countless customers and sold millions of
books and other items to Christians in their respective
communities. This year we will add a fourteenth bookstore to the family of stores which are located in Pennsylvania, Maryland, Ohio, Indiana and California.
Christian Light Bookstores have, over the years,
provided both a ministry to their communities and
financial support to the publishing mission of the
denomination. It is the goal of the Board for Media
Ministries to have more stores as we determine it is
prudent to do so.
Demand for Christian literature has increased significantly during the past 50 years and Christian Light
Bookstores have been able to address that expanding
demand. Sales last year topped $6,800,000. Products
such as videos, tapes, compact disks, and Christian Tshirts were not even dreamed of 50 years ago. Now
they comprise part of the Christian bookstores' merchandise along with traditional items such as hymnals,
Bibles, and cards. The rewards of working in a Christian retailing ministry are many and varied. The past
has been an exciting way to reach out. The future in
Christian retailing promises to continue to be a challenging way to serve the denomination and our Lord.

CCEL Moves Again

"l didn't think it was alive." the reporter said. "I
saw movement-I definitely saw movement.'"
replied the witness emphatically.
CCEL* is coming back to life. The agency responsible for fostering Brethren in Christ literature development has recently been reorganized. New members
are: representing the Board for Congregational LifeMary Jane Davis and Dr. John Byers; representing the
Board for Media Ministries—Roger Lloyd Williams
and Gwen White; representing the denomination—Dr.
R. Donald Shafer and Glen Pierce. If you know of a
denominational literature need, then contact one of
these folks with your ideas. Your suggestions are
solicited and appreciated.
(*Commission on Christian Education Literature)

FANTASTIC "Literature for Livin;
A T YOUR LOCAL CHRISTIAN LIGHT

Eisht
Plays
Pack
Punch

This is an exciting romance novel
for the young, or maybe not so
young, about Carol's response to
the answer to her prayer. The
house she is to build will surely
bring her together with Paul for a
life of happy marriage—or will it?
It's a captivating novel that weaves
romance and the power of prayer
into a story that is fun to read and
meaningful to contemplate.

Perspectives on
Social Issues
This is a 13-week study for Brethren in Christ on
some of the major social issues of our time. This study
was three years in being researched and written. It is
produced by the Board for Brotherhood Concerns and includes
many articles and topics previously
published in Shalom. Chapters
are: Contemporary Nonconformity, Sexuality, Abortion, Family
Violence and Sexual Abuse, AIDS,
Health Care Decisions, Substance
Abuse, Racism and Prejudice,
Criminal Justice, War and Military
Force, Poverty and Hunger, Environmental Degradation, and Public Policy.
This book is sure to become
an intriguing study by Brethren in
Christ who are concerned about
bringing faith and life together. It will create lively
debate, deliberation and prayer for the Lord's guidance.
It may even lead to concerned action.
If you're looking for real "Literature for Living,"
look no further. Here it is.

Adventure

in

Drama is a great way to bring
the spirit of Christ's birth alive
today. In these two new books
there's a Christmas play for congregations of your size and degree
of talent. YOU CAN DO IT!
Would You Believe an Angel?
Four plays for the Christmas Season.
This is an anthology of light-hearted dramas with serious messages to be performed by and in the congregation. They
speak to the condition of the human
heart. Titles are: "Hi-ho, Hi-ho, and Off
to Church We Go!"; "The Last Straw";
"The Everlasting Gift"; and "Would You
Believe an Angel?"
Shepherds and Shoppers: Four Plays
for the Christmas Season. This anthology
gives you even greater selection in finding dramatic expression in your congregation. There is a play here that you can
perform that will enrich the meaning of Christmas for your congregation and community.
Plays include: "No Room in the Store"; "I Have
Seen the King"; "We Almost Didn't Have
Christmas"; and "Jesus, The Life Changer."
Brethren in Christ playwrights represented
in the anthologies are: Lori Zenker (Crossroads, Ont.), Diana Schwartz (Cumberland
Valley, Pa.), Frank J. Prainito (Moreno,
Calif.), Suzan Burish (Waukena, Calif.), and
Edwin P. Brainerd
(Lancaster, Pa.).

Discipleship

This book has been revised and republished with a brand new teacher's guide to
bring the study to present day applications. This study's purpose is not so much to
glorify the past as it is to discover in it those biblical insights which are our inheritance, and to relate these in a vital manner to our present day. Adventure in Discipleship will be a rewarding study experience for those new to the denomination and
those who have grown up Brethren in Christ. A proper understanding of ourselves
will help us as a church to better serve our present age as well as make decisions that
will impact our future. This is great stuff and highly recommended.

Mvintwri
in

'Disdpldif)
A Brethren in Christ Heritage Study
by Norman A. Bert

from Evangel Publishing House
O K S T O R E , O R C A L L 1-800-253-9315

Whal^ Weiu m ttbppmw'!
Helen Johns has been named the Book Manager at Evangel Publishing
House. Helen has worked for the Board for Media Ministries since 1983 as
editorial assistant for the EVANGELICAL VISITOR. She authored Life with God:
Basics for New Believers; Life with God: Love in Action; co-authored Choices
A Stewardship Study for Teens with Robert Leadley; and wrote the new leader's guide for Adventure in Discipleship. She also recently served two years as
_
the managing editor of the Foundation Series Youth curriculum.
In the newly-created position the board is looking for greater promotion of Brethren in Christ
literature to the denomination and beyond. The part-time position reports directly to the executive director.
Helen is the mother of two.
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The Chief's Son
Reprinted
The first printing sold out.
This is the thrilling true story
of Benjamin, a converted witch
doctor who became an evangelist to his own Santal people,
and Pradhan, the chiefs son,
who had a life-changing
encounter with Jesus Christ.
As the story unfolds, the
power of the gospel is seen
transforming the lives of Pradhan's family and friends—despite persecution in the close-knit tribal village of
Khanua in North India.

FOLDER
HOLDER
FOR CITY
FOLK
A second congregational folder holder has been
designed to help urban
Brethren in Christ churches in their evangelism. The
attractive design is universally urban with a stylized
drawing depicting the power of the cross in "downtown" USA or Canada. It's printed in full-color and
should prove to be as popular as our first design,
which has been reprinted three times.

What's on the
Editor's Desk?
A Wing and a Prayer, by Paul Hostetler, is
written in a style similar to Paul's popular account
of his father's life, Preacher on Wheels. This book
will be a somewhat autobiographical account of the
serious and sanguine events that made Paul what
he is today.
Leoda Buckwalter has been writing again.
This time it is a collection of inspiring true stories
about Christ's work in the lives of those working in
India. Manuscript reviews were consistently positive. This book, yet to be titled, will be a great
addition to anyone's library. If you're a member of
Leoda's fan club, you will not want to miss this
book. If you're not, you'll want to read the book
anyway.
How do you relate to Jews? How should you
relate to Jews? These are good questions. James
Leaman has written a book on contemporary Jewish/Christian relations. This book explains away
much of the mystery about modern Judaism to help
Christians knock down fences and build bridges in
today's society. It will be an interesting book to use
as a focus for discussion, to get a better personal
understanding about Christian/Jewish relations, or
for theological study.

It Might Be
Desktop,
"But it Still
Ain't Easy"
Desktop publishing
technology was first used
at Evangel Press to produce the October 1991
issue of the EVANGELICAL VIS/TOR. It is not

quite as simple as the
name implies, but after seeing the quality and efficiency
in producing the VISITOR, it was obvious that the future
of typesetting had arrived right here in Nappanee. It was
so impressive that early this year two other Macintosh
computer systems were installed to do typesetting and
design for other printing customers.
What used to require pens, pencils, screens, scissors,
glue, wax, and other tools of the graphic artist's trade
now amazingly can be done with keystrokes on a keyboard. The mouse can be used to move lines, draw characters, click changes of type size and style in seconds, etc.
The result is typesetting and design that is easier, quite
flexible, less costly, quicker, and can use many word processing disks provided by authors.
Many dynamic and exciting things are happening in
the field of computer technology to enhance graphic arts.
It is the goal of the Board for Media Ministries to stay up
with technological advancements as much as possible in
order to provide top-of-the-line service to the denomination and our other customers. If you're in the Nappanee
area and want a demo on desktop, please stop in. We
look forward to seeing you.

Bookstores Promote
via Parable
The Christian Light Bookstores are members of the
Parable Buying Group of bookstores located in San Luis
Obispo, Calif. The Parable Group is comprised of more
than 200 stores that combine both buying and marketing
efforts to bring Christian merchandise to a larger market.
Better buying helps keep costs down. Parable marketing
is largely through direct mail. This past spring the Christian Light Bookstores mailed almost 60,000 catalogs to
customers on their mailing lists.
Christian Light Bookstores will be mailing another
special catalog this fall. Each catalog includes specials,
discounts, coupons, and free gifts for customers. Catalog
items include music, Bibles, T-shirts, videos, the Bible on
cassette, plaques, books, etc. If you didn't get a catalog
this spring, then please check with your local Christian
Light Bookstore to get on their mailing list for the fall. It
is a great way to find out what is available. Remember,
our products are not just books, cards, tapes and other
stuff, but ways to minister and provide positive messages
of God's redemption in a society searching for salvation.

3|aIIefajaI), It's About Time
Surely you've heard the rumor. It's true. Now there is
a name to go with it. A brand new and exciting Sunday
school curriculum is being developed for introduction in
1994. Jubilee: God's Good News was recently chosen as
the title after months of prayerful consideration and
research by representatives of the Brethren in Christ,
Church of the Brethren, General Conference Mennonite
Church, and the Mennonite Church.
The four denominations have been enthusiastically
working together as the Anabaptist Curriculum Project for
Children (ACPC) for the past three years. Writing assignments have been made that include authors from all four
denominations. Plans are for an exciting, fresh, and uplifting curriculum for children from kindergarten through
grade nine.
Rosella Wiens Regier, executive director of ACPC,
said, "We were looking for a title that would be both joyful and reflective. 'Jubilee' captures the ideas of grace,
hope, and celebration." Dr. John Yeatts, Brethren in
Christ representative on the curriculum development
council, stated, "This one hit us just right. The idea of
jubilee is central to what we believe."
You will hear more about Jubilee: God's Good News
as we get closer to the date of introduction. Promise!

/ 'CCSze you in
Sunday ScfiooC
Brethren in Christ congregations desiring holiness
Sunday school curriculum will soon have three choices.
Currently there is Wesleyan Bible-In-Life and WordAction. Wesleyan Bible-in-Life is a Wesleyan curriculum produced in alliance with David C. Cook Publishing Company. WordAction, available for over 30 years, is a curriculum produced in alliance with the Wesleyan Church, the
Free Methodist Church and the Church of the Nazarene.
Starting this coming fall the D. C. Cook Publishing
Company will introduce its own line of holiness curriculum under the title Wesley Bible-in-Life. So, take your
choice. Even the users of D.C. Cook can soon have their
D.C. Cook and holiness too.
WordAction has introduced changes in their curriculum to make it easier to use, more attractive, and more
teacher friendly, The Wesleyan
Bible-in-Life curriculum is
for nursery through
juniors. The adult Wesleyan curriculum, including VISTA and Illustrated
Bible Life, continues to be
available for Brethren in
Christ churches. Contact
your local Christian Light
Bookstore manager to
find out more about any
of these curricula. Samples are available.

Los Angeles

MDS set
to tackle
urban
challenge
Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS)
coordinator Lowell Detweiler recently
met with Los Angeles Mennonite church
leaders to explore how MDS can help
reconstruct riot-torn sections of the city.
The Los Angeles disaster differs from
those to which MDS most often responds, Detweiler says. In this case people, not nature, wrought the destruction.
MDS usually rebuilds homes, but in Los
Angeles rioters targeted more than 6,000
businesses.
MDS has invited Tim Lichti to spend
the month of June in Los Angeles to
explore how MDS can best serve in this
situation. Lichti, a former Los Angeles
resident and currently director of Mennohof Information Center in Shipshewana, Ind., will collaborate closely with
the Council of Anabaptists in Los Angeles (CAL). CAL is an association of
36 Brethren in Christ, General Conference, Mennonite Brethren and Mennonite Church congregation;, in the
greater Los Angeles area.
"The local church has asked us to test
responses with them and we, as an arm
of the church, are eager to join them as
they respond to the pain there,"
Detweiler says. Detweiler and southern
California MDS leaders met May 18

God at work...
continued from page 16

the city (see Matthew 12:29 and 18:1920). So far we have identified nine spirits
which we believe are keeping the gospel
from the hearts of the people: dominance,
deception, corruption, defeatism, impurity, witchcraft, the tradition of the Virgin
of Guadalupe, lying, and materialism.
When we pray for people whom we
contact, we sometimes use this prayer,
July 1992
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Viewing the rubble in South Central Los Angeles are (left to right) Steve Penner,
director of West Coast MCC; Basil Marin, pastor of Family Mennonite Church in Los
Angeles; Hubert Brown, director of the General Conference Mennonite Commission on
Home Ministries; and Jeff" Wright, interim development director of CAL development
projects.
with representatives from CAL and
other Mennonite organizations.
"We must not expect this to be 'normal' MDS activity. We must join local
churches in a witness of love in their
communities. We will need people with
sensitivity and special skills, such as in
commercial rather than residential construction, as we move into different
kinds of projects in urban areas,"
Detweiler says.
MDS activity will be but one part of
a multi-faceted development program
envisioned by CAL in the riots' aftermath. Mennonite Central Committee
(MCC) U.S. will contribute additional
funds to CAL for this work.
CAL plans include creating microen-

terprises and developing an educational
loan fund to provide area young adults
with vocational or professional training.
CAL leaders are also discussing the creation of a mediation program in Los
Angeles.
CAL has appointed Jeff Wright, pastor of Peace Mennonite Fellowship in
Rancho Cucamonga, Calif., as a halftime interim development director of the
CAL projects.
'The ideas still need fleshing out but
we are pledging ourselves to work collaboratively with other Mennonite agencies and under the auspices of CAL,"
says Steve Penner, director of West
Coast MCC.
•

which we've adapted from 'The Adversary" by Mark Bubeck: "Loving heavenly Father, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ I bring before you in prayer these
individuals. I ask for mercy and forgiveness for their sins by which they have
grieved you. I claim back the ground of
their lives, which they have given to
Satan by believing the enemy's deception. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
I resist all of Satan's activity to hold them
in blindness and darkness. I pull down
the strongholds which Satan has formed

against them. I smash and break and
destroy all those plans formed against
their minds, wills, emotions and bodies. I
destroy in prayer the spiritual blindness
and deafness that Satan keeps upon them.
I invite the Holy Spirit of God to bring
the fullness of his power to convict, to
bring repentance and to lead them to faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior. I
cover them with the blood of the Lord
Jesus Christ and break Satan's power to
blind them to the truth of God. In Jesus'
name I pray. Amen."
•
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Qkitrckf\Jews
Allegheny Conference
On May 10 the morning message at the
Abundant Life church, Uniontown, Pa., was
by Rev. and Mrs. Alvin Book. On Mother's
Day evening, Lucille Wingert gave a meditation called "Mother Goose Mothers." • The
Bishops and Derek Floyd were in concert in
May at the Antrim church, Chambersburg, Pa.
John Graybill was revival speaker May 27-31.
• Two Easter services at the Chambersburg,
Pa., church totalled an attendance of 817. May
was family emphasis month with special services and activities for all generations. • Gwen
White gave a May 17 evening workshop for
the Fairview Ave. congregation, Waynesboro,
Pa., on "Prayer and Your Personality." Pastor
Miles was on a trip to Russia, May 22—June 6.
• Bishop Kipe spoke to the Sunday school of
the Five Forks congregation, Waynesboro,
May 10, on "Why I Read My Bible Through
Every Year."
Dottie Yost was guest speaker for the May
2 mother-daughter meal and program of the
Hollowell church, Waynesboro, Pa., on
"Mothers and Daughters Walking Together."
Eber Dourte, interim pastor, began a series of
membership classes May 17. • Graybill Brubaker, overseas missions director, spoke on
May 24 to the Iron Springs congregation, Fairfield, Pa. • "Alcohol, Crisis for the Unborn"
was Jack Miller's topic May 3 as he spoke to
the Martinsburg, Pa., congregation. Alvin and
Theta Book spoke on May 24. • Betty Bryant
was the speaker on "Baskets of Joy" for the
May 1 mother-daughter banquet of the Montgomery church, Mercersburg, Pa. • Twelve

Five Forks ground-breaking
The Five Forks congregation (Waynesboro, Pa.) held a ground-breaking service
on May 24 for a new multi-ministries building. The entire project is expected to exceed
$500,000, and will include a new foyer,
kitchen, rest rooms, and a combination worship center/gymnasium. In addition, a basement will be used for Sunday school rooms
and offices.
The expansion program is necessary due
to the rapid growth the congregation has
experienced in the last three years. Average
Sunday school attendance has gone from
150 to 300, and the congregation has implemented many programs geared to reach all
types of families—single parents, blended
families, as well as the traditional family.
Construction is expected to begin later
this summer.
18

persons of the M t Rock church, Shippensburg,
Pa., recently completed a four-level discipleship course. The youth were sold for chores at
a May 3 "slave auction." Lloyd Zimmerman
spoke and Olin Harris sang on Rally Day, May
17.
Four persons were baptized on May 17 into
the fellowship of the New Guilford congregation, Chambersburg, Pa. A class began for
women on June 7 entitled, "Do You Feel Like
You're Limping Along Rather Than Running
the Race?" • Arthur Climenhaga led May 3-6
revival services for the Springhope congregation, Schellsburg, Pa. Lenny Gault provided
music. • Barton Starr is interim pastor for the
Van Lear congregation, Williamsport, Md. A
youth bake sale and church yard sale were May
30.

men of the Fellowship Chapel congregation,
Bronx, N.Y., had a mountain weekend May 810 at Camp Deerpark.
The Free Grace congregation, Millersburg,
Pa., had a love feast service May 17 with speaker Edgar Keefer recalling memories of past love
feasts. • The singles of the Harrisburg, Pa.,
church had a carry-in meal on May 17. The
senior team won the open division championship at the Lancaster quiz tourney May 9. •
The Hummelstown, Pa., congregation had
renewal services May 3-6 with C. Ronald
Burgard. • Recently 139 persons from the
Lancaster congregation, Pa., returned a gifts
and interest survey to the personnel commission to be used to fill ministry vacancies next
year.
Toni Anderson and Ken Passmore ministered in music May 3 to the Manor congregaAtlantic Conference
tion, Mountville, Pa. The senior high youth
provided child care the evening of May 9 for a
The Conoy congregation, Elizabethtown,
moms' and dads' night out. • The youth of the
Pa., recently worshiped together with persons
Millersville, Pa., congregation enjoyed volleyof the Catholic faith.in a community weekend
ball and a sundae bar on May 31. • Betty Geib
of praise. The Celebrant Singers shared their
spoke at the May 11 mother-daughter banquet
testimony in word and song. • On May 17 the
of the M t Pleasant, Pa., congregation on the
Cross Roads congregation, Mount Joy, Pa.,
art of soap making. Daniel Shenk spoke in the
had missions emphasis with Alvin and Thata
May 17 morning service, followed by groundBook and A. Graybill and Ethel Brubaker. The
breaking ceremonies for the educational wing.
congregation completed the MCC grocery bag
• The May 9 youth yard and bake sale of the
project on May 20. • Six new deacons were
Palmyra, Pa., church cleared $400. The youth
installed May 17 and four persons were bapled worship on May 17. • The Pequea, Pa.,
tized May 24 at the Elizabethtown church. •
congregation had a community pig roast on
The youth of the Fairland congregation, CleoMay 2. On May 3 the church had a music night
na, Pa., participated in a May 16 Walk for Life
featuring choirs, bells, and a piano dedication.
benefitting the Susquehanna Valley Pregnancy
Services. Three Project 2000 fellowship meals
• On May 24 a representative from the Lanand discussion times took place in May. • The
caster area Habitat for Humanity spoke to the
Refton, Pa., congregation. The Teen Challenge
Choir gave a concert May 10. • The Shenks
congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa., recently hosted a worship and fellowship time for 20 retired
missionaries.
Glen Rosenberger spoke at the May 5 mother-daughter banquet of the Silverdale, Pa., congregation on "Thank God I'm a Woman!" •
Lane Hostetter filled the pulpit of the Skyline
View congregation, Harrisburg, Pa., during
Pastor Reitz's sabbatical. The church recently
did a mailing to the entire West Hanover
Township inviting residents to hear a special
series of summer adult Sunday school speakers.
• Member Connie Carver of the Souderton,
Pa., congregation recently was selected as one
of 60 finalists in the "Disney Channel Salutes
the American Teacher" award. • The speaker
for the June 14 father-son banquet of the
Speedwell Heights congregation, Lititz, Pa.,
was David Climenhaga. • On May 3 the Stowe,
Pa., church began a new Sunday school class
on strengthening marriages. Walter and Mildred
Lehman spoke about their missions expeFrom left to right: Jay Wenger, trustee; Amy
Hoover, representing the youth; Justin Wenger, riences on May 31. • Ray Hock will begin as
great-grandson of one of the members when the pastor of the Summit View congregation, New
Holland, Pa., on Aug. 30. The congregation
present church was built in 1959; Larson
had a May 3 guess-who's-coming-to-dinner.
Wenger, chairman of the building committee.
Evangelical Visitor

Canadian Conference
The Bridlewood church, Agincourt, Ont.,
had a Mother's Day fellowship breakfast on
May 10. The Niagara Christian College group
River Brethren sang on May 3. • "Families Are
Special" was the theme of the May 8 ladies'
spring banquet of the Delisle, Sask., church.
The church had a campout May 22-24 at Pike
Lake. • The Falls View church, Niagara Falls,
Ont., had a May 9 ham supper and a May 16
workbee at the church. • The Heise Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont., has resumed services
in their newly renovated worship center. •
Community outreach was the thrust of the May
24 talent night at the Houghton church, Langton, Ont. • On May 31 David Neufeldt from
Herschel Mennonite Church preached at the
Kindersley, Sask., church as part of a pulpit
exchange.
On Apr. 12 the Kings wood congregation,
Barrie, Ont., celebrated the first anniversary of
the church planting with an attendance of 66 at
Friend D-^y. Mike and Lori Zenker will be joining the ministry team on Sept. 1 to develop a
youth ministry. • On Apr. 26 the Lakeside
Community church, Calgary, Alb., had "I
Love My Church" Sunday with celebrations
through songs, drama, prayer, and praise. •
'Turning Houses into Homes" was the spring
sermon series at the Massey Place church,
Saskatoon, Sask. with the themes: home as a
filling station, a training center, a trauma center,
and a seminary.
The North East Community church, Calgary, Alb., recently studied Joshua in the book
Overcoming the Grasshopper Complex. Average attendance by mid-May was 100, only 6
short of the 1992 goal. • In May the sermon
series at the Oak Ridges, Ont., church was on
1 John 4, "But I don't feel anything." George
Sheffer was guest speaker on May 31. • On
May 24 the Orchard Creek congregation, St.
Catharines, Ont., had a "Life Investment" seminar led by Lenore Walker. • On May 17 the
Port Colborne, Ont., congregation saw the
film "The Journey" with Joni Eareckson Tada,
Billy Graham, and music by Glad. • Guest
speaker in a pulpit exchange May 3 at the
Ridgemount church, Hamilton, Ont., was
David Epp-Stobie. • On May 10 the Rosebank
church, Petersburg, Ont., had the first of five
Sunday evening services addressing family
issues. The River Brethren sang on May 24.
The Pioneer Clubs closing banquet was
May 6 at the Sherkston, Ont., church. Music

Position Available
Christian Light Bookstore management trainee position is now available
at the store in Chambersburg, Pa. For
more details, contact:
Nelson Byers
Christian Light Bookstore
Box 247
Chambersburg, PA 17201
(717)264-7775
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was by Liz Lofthouse at the May 12 motherdaughter potluck. • The Springvale, Ont.,
church has convened an expansion feasibility
study team. "The Carpenters Workshop" was
held all day May 23 with Marney Patterson for
those wishing to share their faith. • The
Stayner, Ont., church had revival meetings
May 6-10 with Don Currin. • A pancake and
sausage brunch followed the Mothers Day ser-

vice May 10 at the Upper Oaks church,
Oakville, Ont. • On May 24 the young families
fellowship of the Wainfleet, Ont., church had
firecracker night after the evening service. •
On May 3 Dave Worth, Executive Director of
MCC Ontario, spoke to the Westheights
church, Kitchener, Ont., on how Brethren in
Christ and Mennonites serve in the name of
Christ in many areas of the world.

E.V Timelines^
100 Years Ago
July 15, 1892 issue—In "Our Visit to Conference" by Sarah McTaggart,
Stayner, Ont.: "Wednesday morning 18th found us in the Bertie Church where a
large number of brethren and sisters from different parts of the States and Canada
were met
I can say, it was good for me to be there. I received spiritual strength
both during the meetings and in private conversations with the brothers and sisters. It brought to my mind a thought of our last meeting—that great meeting when
we shall all surround God's throne and sing praises unto His name forever."

75 Years Ago
July 2 and 16, 1917 issue—"The General Executive Board has adopted a
form of expression based on passages of the Scriptures as interpreted by the
Brotherhood, and signed by the proper officials, which will no doubt be of great
value to the brethren who may be drafted. Every member in need of such paper
will do well to apply to his Bishop before appearing before the Exemption Board."
Same issue—In an article "Scriptural Qualifications for Applicants for Baptism
and Church Membership": 'The Christian Church . . . should be a company of
regenerate persons, baptized on a profession of faith in Christ; united in covenant
for worship, instruction, the observance of Christian ordinances, and for such service as the gospel requires; recognizing and accepting Christ as their supreme Lord
and Law-giver and taking His word as the rule of faith and practice in all matters
of conscience and religion.... We conclude that although technically speaking
there is a difference between baptism and church membership yet practically the
qualifications for the one cover the qualifications for the other. The qualifications
for baptism are: true evangelical repentance toward God, and faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ, which results in conversion, regeneration, justification, and cleansing away of the guilt of all committed sin. It has been held in the past as the induction into the mystical body of Christ, the Church, and should be so continued."

50 Years Ago
July 6, 1942 issue—C. W. Boyer, recording secretary for the completed
General Conference, submits this: "Since an item appearing in Conference Bulletin
is not entirely accurate in reflecting a certain action of Conference, we herewith
append the action as it appears on Conference records: "Whereas the accepted and
declared position of the Church from its earliest history has been that of non-resistance and abstinence from all forms of military service and all means of support
of war; a n d . . . whereas it is evident that for any member of the Brethren in Christ
Church to accept military service, is a betrayal of its doctrine and is an evidence
of lack of harmony with its principles and fellowship with its practice; therefore,
Resolved, that any member who violates these principles by accepting military service, combatant or non-combatant, automatically declares himself to be out of fellowship with the Brethren in Christ Church.... Resolved, that any member who
accepts military service shall only be re-instated in fellowship upon satisfactory
acknowledgment of his error and declaration of his acceptance of the Bible teaching of this doctrine of non-resistance, and being in harmony with the tenets of the
Church."
continued on page 21
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Central Conference
The Amherst church, Massillon, Ohio, participated June 7 in Amherst Centre Days at the
local mall by providing a literature table and
display. • On May 3 Wesley Waldron was
installed as youth pastor of the Beulah Chapel
congregation, Springfield, Ohio. A new member was received on May 24. • Arlene Cober
recently spoke on "Endangered Species, the
Christian Home," at the Michiana Ladies'
Retreat hosted at the Bethel church, Merrill,
Mich. • On May 17 the Carland-Zion congregation, Owosso, Mich., had consecration of
deacons and a noon meal. Recognition of graduates took place in the May 31 service. •
Andrew Stoner was guest speaker May 19 at
the Christian Union church, Garrett, Ind.

CPS Reunion
The Eastern District CPS reunion will
be held Sunday, Aug. 2,1992, at the
Belleville Mennonite School, at 10:00
a.m. For information, contact Paul
E. Bender, secretary, HCR 61, Box
7, Belleville, PA 17004. Phone (717)
935-2598.

Daryl Fulp will become the youth pastor,
dividing his time between the Fairview congregation, Englewood, Ohio, and the Highland
congregation, West Milton, Ohio. The Bells of
Trinity, Bethesda, Md., gave a musical program at Fairview on May 24. Henry Miller has
accepted a two-year interim pastorate at the
Highland church. • The Lakeview congregation, Goodrich, Mich., had a May 31 Singing
on the Green musical social for families. •
Dawn Hedrick from Baltimore, Md., shared
her music and testimony May 17 with the
Nappanee, Ind., congregation. Ray Bair spoke
May 31 on "First Fruits Giving." • The "upper
room" Sunday evening prayer meeting of the
Peace Chapel congregation, Ravenna, Ohio,
is growing in attendance. Jim Mock preached
on May 3. • The Phoneton congregation, Tipp
City, Ohio, enjoyed family skating on May 9.
The Newton school choirs shared in the
May 24 service of the Pleasant Hill, Ohio, congregation. • Kent and Gloria Whitacre assumed
pastoral duties at the end of June for the
Sheboygan, Wise, congregation. • The Sippo
Valley congregation, Massillon, Ohio, hosted
the May 31 northeast Ohio picnic and hymn
sing. • On May 17 the Union Grove congregation, New Paris, Ind., looked at initial proposals for theirfive-yeardiscipleship and evangelism plan. • Bonnie Walker will begin as
Central Conference quiz director on Sept. 1,
replacing John Weaver.

Scholarship
for the
Young Church
Musician
Sponsored by the Board for Congregational Life
through its Music Trust Fund
These scholarships of $200 are to be used for private music lessons.
Eligibility:
1. Applicant must be a member or regular attender of a Brethren in
Christ congregation.
2. Applicant's age must be 13 to 19 as of September 1,1992.
3. Applicant must be presently studying music, and must be participating in some way in the music program of the local congregation.
4. Applicant must exhibit potential for assuming responsibilities in
the area of church music.
5. Recommendation by the pastor or a church musician must accompany the application.
Application deadline: August 31, 1992. Plans are for the recipients
to be notified by September 30. For a scholarship application, contact:
Board for Congregational Life
P.O. Box 547
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
(717) 367-1806
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Midwest Conference
The Abilene, Kan., church hosted the May
fifth Sunday evening fellowship of Kansas
churches with the film "Future Tense." • The
Bethany church, Thomas, Okla., received a
new member on May 3. The sermon that day
was "Lessons from the Trees" with a tree planting in the evening. May 25-29 was VBS. • The
Mound Park congregation, Dallas Center,
Iowa, had a May 24 afternoon love feast, dinner, and evening service. • Counselors from
Family Therapy in Albuquerque visited Navajo
Chapel, Bloomfield, N.M., on May 20. • The
Oklahoma City, Okla., church has installed a
sand volleyball court on the east side of the
facility. A 14-by-24-foot temporary building
will be installed to alleviate the space crunch
during Sunday school. • The Rosebank congregation, Hope, Kan., has a new fellowship
group called Puttin' in the Timers, composed of
working and career age persons. The first event
was a May 8 bowling outing. • Pastor Bowell
of the Zion congregation, Abilene, spoke at the
high school Baccalaureate. Family camp was
May 29-31 with no services at the church.

Pacific Conference
The Alta Loma, Calif., youth group sponsored a May 30 Michele Pillar concert. • On
May 29-30 the Chino, Calif., church served as
the site of the Conference on Biblical Counseling with Tom Wolf and Carol Davis. A dinner was held June 13 for high school graduates
and parents. • The Moreno congregation,
Moreno Valley, Calif., had a May 23 talent
show and pie and cake raffle. Five new members were received May 31. • The Ontario,
Calif., church held its Pinewood Derby on May
17. • On May 17 Grace Barnick presented a
soliloquy for the Pacific Highway congregation, Salem, Ore., about the woman at the well,
followed by the singing of "Fill My Cup" by
her husband Ronald. The outreach committee
sponsored a vegetable gardening workshop on
May 14. • On May 31 the children of the
Upland, Calif., church presented the musical
"G.T. and the Halo Express Present God's Plan
of Salvation."

Southeast Conference
Atlee Hershberger led revival meetings May
11-17 for the Campbellsville, Ky., church. •
The Holden Park congregation, Orlando, Fla.,
began a new children's summer program for
junior worship time on June 7 called "Fun in
the Son" based on Bible stories about water, the
beach, or sea life. On May 31 the church enjoyed presentations by Eduardo Llanes about
the Miami churches and by Bill Bright, founder
of Campus Crusade. • On May 3 the Winchester, Va., fellowship saw the video "Let's
Be Friends." John and Lucille Graybill showed
slides on May 17. One person was baptized
May 31.

Susquehanna Conference
The Big Valley congregation, Belleville,
Pa., was asked to pray for, spend time with,
and invite a friend to the May 31 service. Revival services with Herman Noll was May 18Evangelical Visitor

24. • On May 20 the Carlisle, Pa., church was
treated to a presentation by the Susquehanna
Conference Peace Team. Pastor Hoke traveled
in early June to the 25th anniversary celebration
of the Brethren in Christ Youth Fellowship of
India. • Lane Hostetter of the stewardship
office was present May 31 at the Cedar Grove
church, Mifflintown, Pa., to give counseling
regarding wills. The sermon series in May was
on "Putting Away Childish Attitudes." • The
Cedar Heights church, Mill Hall, Pa., hosted a
May 3 hymn sing with the Montoursville and
Marsh Creek churches.
Bishop Hawbaker met on May 19 with the
board of the Colyer church, Centre Hall, Pa.
VBS was slated for June 15-19. • The Cumberland Valley church, Dillsburg, Pa., sponsored a bus trip May 30 to the historical area of
downtown Philadelphia. "God's Hidden
Treasure" was the theme of the 1992 Kids'
Krusade June 14-18. • The Junior Choir of the
Grantham, Pa., church presented "Moses and
the Freedom Fanatics" on May 3. M.J. Davis
spoke on "Seam-binding Moments" at the May
"all daughters" banquet. • James and Linda
Nissley, under appointment with Wycliffe
Translators to Guatemala, spoke May 17 to the
Green Grove church, Spring Mills, Pa. • May
9 was "leadership day" for goals setting at the
Jemison Valley church, Westfield, Pa. A night
of music was May 17.
Ten youth and three adults of the Marsh
Creek church, Howard, Pa., went white water
rafting May 16 on the Lehigh River. • The bell
choir of the Pequea church presented an
evening program May 31 for the Messiah
Village church, Mechanicsburg, Pa. • On the
evening of May 3 the Morning Hour Chapel
congregation, East Berlin, Pa., hosted the county-wide rally of Child Evangelism Fellowship.
The congregation held a graduation dinner May
24 with the film "Thin Ice." • The Boy's
Brigade banquet was May 16 at the Red land
Valley church, York Haven, Pa. The youth had
a summer retreat June 12-14 at Summit Lake,
Md. • The men's fellowship of the Wesley
church, Mt. Holly Springs, Pa., hosted a bowling night for the entire congregation on May
23. The May 14 mother-daughter bauquet was
at Hoss's Restaurant, Carlisle.

Pequea hosts 1992 Atlantic Conference MPF rally
The 33rd annual conference of the Atlantic Conference Missions Prayer Fellowship was held Saturday, April 25, 1992
at the Pequea Church in Lancaster, Pa.
Mark Garis presided over the day with
Alice Lauver and Lamar Dourte leading in
music and worship. Pastor Omer King gave
words of welcome; Bishop Warren Hoffman gave a short devotional. After John
Graybill's message, Josie Esbin led in a
time of concentrated prayer for Brethren in
Christ World Missions. Evelyn Hoover reported on the work of the Missions Sewing
Auxiliary. An offering of $1,883.00 was
received for South Africa, the 1992 MPF
Project. The noon meal consisted of international foods from various countries and
cultures.

The afternoon session featured the following mini sessions: 'Teaching Missions
to Children," "Caqua Work Project Report," "Ministering to Internationals,"
"Cities as a Mission Field," "Romania's
Forgotten Children," "Summer Ministry
Opportunities for Youth," and "Choosing
an Exciting Youth Group Missions Project." The participants then enjoyed music
from Andrea, Amber, and Lauren Wingert
and a final challenge by Phil Keefer.
The 1993 conference will be held on
Saturday, April 24 at Manheim Brethren in
Christ Church. Committee members for
1993 will be Josie Esbin, President; Marian
Kipe, Vice-President; Ginny Nix, Secretary;
and Paul Witter, Treasurer.—Andrea Hoke,
secretary, Atlantic Conference MPF

Eshleman: Daniel Austin, May 19; Kevin
and Stephanie Eshleman, Mt. Pleasant congregation, Pa.
Ginder: Rachel Lynn, May 21; Samuel and
Deborah (Tobias) Ginder, Palmyra congregation, Pa.
Gray: Amanda Lynn, May 4; David and
Angie (Downin) Gray, Five Forks congregation, Pa.
Hardesty: Brandon Michael, Mar. 23;
Michael and Tami Hardesty, Moreno congregation, Calif.
Heise: Alan Christopher, Nov. 12, 1991;

Mark and Melissa (Rorabaugh) Heise, Highland Park congregation, Va.
Hockenberry: Jared Michael, Apr. 28; Virginia Lea Hockenberry, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa.
Hoffman: Alexa Janelle, May 15; Andrew
and Kathy (Ulery) Hoffman, Elizabethtown
congregation, Pa.
Holt: Nicholas James, Apr. 4; Douglas and
Sari (Cerifko) Holt, Fairview Ave. congregation, Pa.
Kanode: Brittney Marie, May 6; Karl and
Susan Kanode, Hershey congregation, Pa.

E.V. Timelines
25 Years Ago

For The Record

July 3,1967 issue—In the editorial by J.N. Hostetter, commenting on the convening of General Conference: "Oneness in heart is no assurance that minds will
always agree. Limited judgement is the lot of a l l . . . . Let's be certain we really
discuss the Lord's interest and the Lord's work.... How can we make a steady
advance on all fronts? This must be done together. No one area dare be advanced
at the expense of another. Heart in heart and hand in hand we must move forward.
. . . Status quo is not an acceptable factor in any area of the Lord's work."

Births

10 Years Ago

Barnett: Jessica Nicole, May 6; David and
Darlene (Martin) Barnett, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.
Crestos: Alexandra Ian, May 16, Maurice
and Dawn Crestos, Fairview congregation,
Ohio.
Cunningham: Cory Lee, May 5; Lee and
Sheila Cunningham, Port Colborne congregation, Ont.
Donner: David William, May 10; William
G. and Janet Donner, Walnut Valley congregation, Calif.
July 1992

July 10, 1982 issue—In the Conference Sermon by Bob Ives: "We are a different church in 1982 from what we were 44 years ago when Conference met in
the new barn on Christian Sider's farm at Wainfleet, Ontario. It was at that conference that E. J. Swalm delivered the first Conference Sermon. We meet in different surroundings. We're a larger body. We dress differently. We sing from a
different hymn book, but we are still Brethren in Christ. . . . In what does our
Brethren-in-Christness lie? . . . In part to our heritage, to what we were in 1938
measured in people, measured by what we regarded as central to the gospel and
central to the Christian life. It lies in this, that Jesus Christ, God's Son, is Lord
of our very lives."
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Keefer: Kaitlyn Nichole, May 10; Chad
and Trudy (Miller) Keefer, Montgomery congregation, Pa.
MacSweyn: Brian Richard, May 1; Richard
and Shari (Sherk) MacSweyn, Sherkston congregation, Ont.
Martin: Jenna Marie, Mar. 27; James and
Cindi (Turman) Martin, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Musser: Samantha Jo, May 7; Ron and
Janet Musser, Winchester congregation, Va.
Musser: Sheli Suzanne, Apr. 20; Vesta
Musser, Upland, Calif.
Myers: Tiffany Nicole, Apr. 25; Keith and
Laura (Harne) Myers, New Guilford congregation, Pa.
Newhouse: Dallas Dwayne, Apr. 21;
Dwayne and Deanne Newhouse, Cumberland
Valley congregation, Pa.
Oldham: Kayla Chandelle, May 23;
Stephen and Kelli (Plummer) Oldham, Springhope congregation, Pa.

V^^onetf^[atters

"Warning:
Affluence May Be
Hazardous to Your
Spiritual Health"
by W. Edward Rickman

Cooperative Ministries
Receipts—Year to Date
January 1 - May 30,1992
1992
Proportionate
784.806
Congregational 769,074
Individual
15,732

1991
875.775
836,968
38,807

Designated and
Direct Giving
Congregational
Individual

190.174
121,901
68,273

193.017
139,234
53,783

Total to Date

974.980 1.068.792

Total Budget
4,142,279 3.835.885
Received to Date 23.5%
27.9%
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Olson: Taylor Alexandra, May 10; Jay and
Angie (Blosser) Olson, Nappanee congregation, Ind.
Peters: Brittany Lynn, May 15; Shawn and
Deirdre (Noel) Peters, Air Hill congregation,
Pa.
Promm: Kevin Mark, May 13; Mark and
Marilyn (Sheffer) Promm, Stayner congregation, Ont.
Rickman: Blake Edward, Apr. 23; Charles
and Rhonda (Main) Rickman, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Small: Sara Rae, May 21; Anita and David
Small, Jemison Valley congregation, Pa.
Smith: Cory Douglas, May 20; Barry and
Teresa (Bartles) Smith, Hollowell congregation, Pa.
Sommerfield: Kristofer Charles, May 27;
Dennis and Kendra (Baer) Sommerfield, Hollowell congregation, Pa.

In a recent Our Daily Bread
devotional, M.R. DeHann II shared
the following account: "For 5 years
the people of California endured a
drought that steadily moved them
toward a crisis. Water tables dropped dramatically. Millions worried
about the future. Then, in the first
quarter of 1991, the rains came.
Wave after wave of storms moved
inland from the Pacific. Within a
few weeks Los Angeles had received 11 inches of rain. Many
thought their prayers had been answered.
"But one official had a different
perspective. He said that the rains
had been a disaster. Just as the state
was on the verge of coming up
with a long-term water conservation policy, enough rain fell to ease
concerns and remove the sense of
urgency that was driving many to
long-range choices and planning."
Several assumptions could be
drawn from this account. First of
all, when there is plenty the tendency is toward careless use of
resources; secondly, a severe shortage seems to be one solution for
adjusting priorities; and thirdly, it is

Tiedemann: Ashlyn Rose, May .2; David
and Julie (Besecker) Tiedemann, Five Forks
congregation, Pa.
Verseput: Luke Neault, Apr. 17; Bob and
Maureen (Neault) Verseput, Upland congregation, Calif.
Wiebe: Kelsey Ann, Apr. 24; David and
Gail (Brady) Wiebe, Wainfleet congregation,
Ont.
Wolfe: Derek Gordon, May 19; Gordon and
Vema (Brandt) Wolfe, Elizabethtown congregation, Pa.

Weddings
Barley - Weiss: Tracey Lynn, daughter of
Arthur and Sherry Weiss, Bethlehem, Pa., and
Ralph Frey, son of Susan Barley, Lancaster,
Pa., May 2, at Manor Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Robert Hempy officiating.
Charles - Nafziger: Sylvia Fern, daughter
of Andrew and Ruth Nafziger, Bally, Pa., and

easy to slip back into old patterns
when the crisis is over.
It would be easy to make application of these assumptions to
many areas of Christian life. However, for the purpose of this article, consider the implications of
these assumptions as they relate to
our economic situation and our
stewardship response.

Affluence can lead
to carelessness
Some of us can remember when
every expenditure was carefully
scrutinized in light of very limited
resources. Our actions reflected our
careful concern. Light switches
were quickly turned off when one
left the room. Only necessary heat
was used. Food was carefully used
to prevent waste. We drove our
cars only when necessary. In many
other ways we limited our usage
of resources because of our limited
resources.
On the other hand, good times
have produced more resources. The
result is that we tend to become
more indulgent and careless in our
use of resources because we have
enough to be careless.

Evangelical Visitor

Jesse Gingerich, son of Martha and the late
Ivan Charles, May 23, at Manor Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Roy Yoder and Rev.
Paul Gingerich officiating.
Erisman - Carman: Marchelle Rose,
daughter of James and Rosene Garman, Lancaster, Pa., and John Robert, son of Gordon
and Ann Erisman, Columbia, Pa., May 16, at
Manor Brethren in Christ Church with Bishop
John Hawbaker and Rev. Robert Hempy officiating.
Hess - Enck: Dawn Marie, daughter of
Richard and Anna Enck, Lancaster, Pa., and
Duane Leslie, son of J. Glenn and RoseMary
Hess, Washington Boro, Pa., May 16, with
Rev. Omer King officiating.
Hoffman • Aarons: Vera, daughter of
Benedict and Shanti Aarons, Bombay, India,
and Thomas, son of Glenn and Faithe Hoffman,
Palmyra, Pa., Dec. 28, 1991, at Palmyra
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. William
Hoke and Rev. Marlin E. Zook officiating.

The subtle changes are danger
signals of what may be happening
in our lives. First, it may reflect a
change in attitude toward resources
and our right to use those resources.
One of the danger signals is the
attitude that: "I have worked hard
for what I have." The fruit of that
attitude is: "I have a right to use
those resources any way I choose."
We tend toward giving ourselves
credit for what we have achieved.
As Christians we need to be reminded that what we have is a gift
from God and he gave us both the
abilities to secure resources as well
as allowing us to procure them.
Consequently we are responsible
to him for the way in which we use
those resources. We dare not allow
our affluence to develop carelessness in our attitudes toward responsible stewardship.

God allows lean times
to adjust our priorities
The word "cutback" has become
common in our vocabulary over the
last couple of years of economic
recession. Many people have by
necessity learned they could live
very well with less. Many have
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Landis - Hess: Vicky Jane, daughter of
Abram H. and Janie Hess, Conestoga, Pa., and
Jared B., son of Mr. and Mrs. S. Lee Landis,
Narvon, Pa., May 9, at Pequea Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Omer E. King officiating.
Light • Poduszlo: Julia Ann, daughter of
Ann and Louis Poduszlo, and Fred, son of Earl
and Kathryn Light, Palmyra, Pa., Apr. 4, at Our
Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church with
Father Neitzel and Rev. Marlin E. Zook officiating.
Moyer - Peachey: Sherri Ann, daughter of
Gary and Lois Peachey, Port Royal, Pa., and
Bradley Keller, son of Stanley and Gloria
Moyer, Souderton, Pa., May 16, at Cedar Grove
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ken
Letner and Rev. Jay Delp officiating.
Petrie - Eigenbrode: Sue Ann, daughter
of George and Kathryn Eigenbrode, Waynesboro, Pa., and Karl Everett, son of Betty J. and

been forced to reevaluate priorities.
Some have suffered seriously.
Perhaps through it all God is
helping us to adjust our priorities
and recognize that "laying up treasures in heaven" is a higher priority than indulgence and raising our
standard of living.
As we anticipate recovery from
recession, the danger is that we will
slip back into the old patterns of
self-indulgence because we persuade ourselves that "we deserve
it."
We would do well to take note
of Psalm 106 where God gave the
people what they wanted but
brought "leanness" to their soul.

New priorities for
the good times
Encouraging signs of recovery
are being reported with hope that
"good times" will again be a reality. Even though money forecasters
are predicting that the "good times"
will not come again, there is a good
possibility that we will see some
improvement. But unless we set
some solid priorities the "good
times" will have no greater eternal
value than the lean times. As Chris-

the late Donald F. Petrie, May 2, at Fairview
Ave. Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Rodney White officiating.
Pomeroy - Pertusio: Karen Lynette,
daughter of Carolyn and David Pertusio,
Annville, Pa., and Robert Eugene, son of Harry
and Irene Pomeroy, Dauphin, Pa., May 8, at
Hershey Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Marlin E. Zook, Rev. Christina Owens, and
Rev. J. Daniel Houck officiating.
Vonada - Force: Pam, daughter of Ernest
and Peggy Force, Mill Hall, Pa., and Wade,
son of William and Bonnie Vonada, Mackeyville, Pa., May 23, at Cedar Heights Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. John L. Bundy officiating.
Yoder - Herr: Sheri Leanne, daughter of
Alvin and Doris Herr, Manheim, Pa., and
Randall Dean, son of Vernon and Barbara
Yoder, Christiana, Pa., Apr. 18, at Manheim
Brethren in Christ Church with Dr. Roy J.
Peterman and Rev. Philip Freed officiating.

tians we should certainly be reminded that Scripture says, "You
will be made rich in every way so
that you can be generous on every
occasion . . . " (2 Cor. 9:11a).
As in every other area of life
God provides for our needs with
the expectation that we recognize
him as the Giver, the Owner, and
the Rewarder of our faithfulness.
Jesus said, "Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be
dishonest with much" (Luke
16:10).
No matter what your economic
position, faithfulness is an equal
requirement. However, as the story
of the widow's mite could suggest,
it may be easier to give all when we
have little than when we live in
affluence. God is keeping the real
record.

W. Edward Rickman is Director of
Stewardship for the Brethren in Christ
Church. He is living in Mechanicsburg, Pa.
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Obituaries
Andrews: John Andrews, born Aug. 27,
1895, son of Christian and Sue Eshleman
Andrews, died Apr. 24. Preceding him in death
was his wife, May B. (Eichleberger). Surviving
are two sons, Theodore and Clifford; and a
daughter, Violet Shaub. After retiring in 1967
he became an avid wood carver, winning many
ribbons at local fairs and hobby shows. Many
of his works are found in the Refton, Pa.,
church facility, where he was a member. The
funeral was held at Ellis R. Bachman Funeral
Home with Rev. Janet M. Peifer officiating.
Interment was in Neffsville Lutheran Cemetery.
Bailey: Ernest Fred Bailey, born Mar. 9,
1901, in Calumet, Mich., son of Arthur and
Bessie Bailey, died Feb. 26. Preceding him in
death was his wife, Elva (Calbert); his second
wife, Priscilla (Books); two sons, Raymond
Claude and Jesse; and a granddaughter, Carmen
Sue Bailey. Ernest came into the Brethren in
Christ Church as a young man under the influence of D.R. Eyster at a tent revival. He was
ordained in the 1920s and preached at the
Parallel congregation, Okla., until 1939. Other
pastorates included Red Star, Okla., Chino,
Calif., and Upland, Calif, as minister of visitation. He worked as a farmer; for Sunkist in
Calif.; and as a custodian in the Upland school
district. The funeral was held at the Bethany
church, Okla., with Rev. Charles Rickel officiating. Interment was in Mound Valley Cemetery.
Tribute
Ernest Bailey has been summoned to step
from the ranks of faithful ministry as an
ordained servant of the church to appear in the
eternal presence of the Almighty. One who
spent his life preaching about the Savior has
now been invited into the bliss of unending
personal communion with the Lord of his life.
The Brethren in Christ Church owes a debt
of gratitude to Ernest Bailey. As a faithful follower of Jesus Christ he accepted the challenge
of pastoral ministry by preparing himself
through the credentialing process and arranging
his life around a pattern of ministry and pastoral
care. His many hours of preparation for preaching, his faithful prayer for the church, his response to human need as a shepherd of the
flock, his sacrificial career adjustments, his
careful modeling of Christian character—these
are some of the apparent contributions he made
to the church.
Ernest Bailey faithfully served his generation as a minister of the gospel and only eternity
will show the full extent of that ministry in the
parade of redeemed lives that will testify to the
part he played. On behalf of the Brethren in
Christ Church and his fellow-ministers, I say
thank you to our colleague and brother. And I
urge others who may be hearing God's call to
step into the ranks of servant leadership as ministers of the gospel. Be obedient and courageous and faithful, and so extend the impact of
our brother, Ernest Bailey, whom we honor
today as having finished his course.
Glenn Ginder, Bishop
Midwest Conference
Brenneman: John Hollinger Brenneman,
born Aug. 18,1934, son of I. Hershey and Alta
Hollinger Brenneman, died Apr. 22. Surviving
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are his wife, Donna (Theis); three sons,
Randell, Jan, and Dan; four grandchildren; two
brothers, Paul H. and R.H.; and a sister, Mary
Ann Kitch. From 1974-1976 John and Donna
served with Wycliffe Bible Translators in
Brazil. He had been a truck driver, employed by
Thomas Trucking Co., Holmes Transportation,
Interstate Truck Lines, Wenger's Feed Co.,
Quaker Oats, and Kunzler and Co. He was a
maintenance worker for Fulton Bank from
1980-1988. John was a member of the Manor
church, Pa., where the funeral was held with
Rev. Robert W. Hempy and Rev. Robert L.
Sheetz officiating. Interment was in St. John's
United Methodist Cemetery.
Ebersole: Dora Ebersole, born Mar. 9,
1905, in Wainfleet, Ont., died May 10. She was
raised by Webster and Martha Burtsch.
Preceding her in death was a son, Donald; and
a grandson, Kevin Ebersole. Surviving are her
husband of 65 years, Clifford; three grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren. Dora was
converted at a young age and was a faithful
prayer warrior. She was a member of the Bertie
congregation, Ont., where the funeral was held
with Rev. Don Middlemiss, Rev. Ross Nigh,
and Rev. Albert Scholtens officiating.
Interment was in the church cemetery.
Ebersole: Gertrude E. Ebersole, born May
24, 1912, daughter of Herman and Erie
Fornwalt Sollenberger, died May 11. Preceding
her in death was her husband, Fred C. Ebersole,
Sr.; and a son, David L. Surviving are 8 children, Sarah L. Clark, Lois J. Foor, Fred C. Jr.,
C. Edwin, Mary E. McCall, Stephen W.,
Samuel W., and Randall L.; 28 grandchildren;
24 great-grandchildren; and 4 brothers and sisters, D. Casper, Mary Clapper, Margaret Evans,
and James W. She was a member of the Bible
Brethren Fellowship. The funeral was held at
the Martinsburg Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Earl E. Herr, Rev. Glenn W. Blackstone,
and Rev. H. Lee Ritchey officiating. Interment
was in Spring Hope Cemetery.
Fretz: Paul Roger Fretz, born June 25,
1926, in Vineland, Ontario, died May 23.
Surviving are his wife, Miriam; two sons,
Roger and Richard; and two daughters, Gretchen and Rachel. Paul and Miriam were missionaries to Brazil under the United Missionary
Society. Paul served as Executive Director of
GLINT (Gospel Literature in Native Tongues),
the foreign arm of Gospel Light Publishers.
From 1982 until present, Paul was Associate
Director of Overseas Missions with the
Missionary Church. Paul and Miriam had worshiped with the Alta Loma, Calif., Brethren in
Christ since 1988, where the funeral was held
with Rev. Ronald Graff officiating. Interment
was in Bellevue Mausoleum.
George: Wilbur H. George, born Aug. 20,
1910, son of Charles and Sophia Gutshall
George, died May 3. Surviving are his wife,
Helen (Moore); 3 sons, Ronald, Carl, and
Keith; a daughter, Carolyn Leiter; 14 grandchildren; and 12 great-grandchildren; and a sister. He attended the Air Hill church, Pa. The
funeral was held at the Gilbert W. Parthemore
Funeral Home with Rev. Gerald Wingert officiating. Interment was in Rolling Green Memorial Park.

Humbert: Eli G. Humbert, bom Oct. 13,
1918, son of William and Annie Rively
Humbert, died May. 2. Surviving are his wife,
Kathryn (Garman); three daughters, Marilyn
Gosnell, Joanne Pennington, and Carol Heth;
five grandchildren; four sisters, Dorothy
Varner, Olive Humbert, Effie Dover, and
Mabel Hess; and two brothers, Elmer and
Richard. Eli was a self-employed plumber for
25 years, and then a maintenance man with
Heatherbank Rehabilitation Center. He was a
veteran of World War II and awarded the Good
Conduct Medal, the Philippine Liberation
Ribbon with one Bronze Star, and the Asiatic
Pacific Service Medal with Five Bronze Stars.
He attended the Manor church, Pa. The service
was held at the John E. Kraft Funeral Home
with Rev. Robert Hempy officiating. Interment
was in Indiantown Gap National Cemetery.
Musser: Martin S. Musser, born Apr. 11,
1899, son of Benjamin and Annie Seachrist
Musser, died May 17. Preceding him in death
was his wife, Florence Herr Musser. Surviving
are two daughters, Rosene Brubaker and
Audrey Murray; a brother, Henry W.; a sister,
Frances Eshleman; four grandchildren; and
three great-grandchildren. Martin was a farmerbusinessman who developed Musser Leghorn
Farms with his brother. He was a director of the
Union National Mount Joy Bank for 47 years
and chairman of the board and president from
1941-1974. He was a member of the Cross
Roads church, Pa., where the funeral was held
with Rev. Dale H. Engle and Rev. Shelley
Shellenberger officiating. Interment was in the
church cemetery.
Musser: Miriam W. Musser, born July 6,
1899, daughter of Levi S. and Emma Gardner
Young, died Apr. 2. Preceding her in death was
her husband, Daniel M. Musser. Surviving are
a son, Harold E., Sr.; three grandchildren; and
a great-grandchild. Miriam was a lifelong resident of the Mount Joy, Pa., area and a member
of the Cross Roads church. A family service
was held at the time of interment at the church
cemetery.
Nigh: Royden Joel Nigh, born July 24,
1910, son of George and Anna Nigh, died May
9. Preceding him in death was his wife, Nancy
Margaret (Plato); four brothers, Arthur, George,
Walter, and Louis; and three sisters, Florence,
Violet, and Elsie. Surviving are his wife, Mabel
(Longacre); and a brother, Edgar. He was a
member of the Bertie congregation, Ont., where
the funeral was held with Rev. Don Middlemiss
and Rev. Ross Nigh officiating. Interment was
in the church cemetery.
Russell: Glenn H. Russell, born Oct. 2,
1919, son of W. Henry and Adah Hartman
Russell, died Jan. 26. Preceding him in death
were his father; three children, Dennis Ray,
Gary Glenn, and Darlene Ruth; and a brother,
Kenneth. Surviving are his wife, Vera P.
(Walker); a daughter, Sharon Conrad; two
granddaughters; his mother; and eight brothers and sisters, Richard, Thelma Miller, Donald,
Dorothy Imler, Henry, Harold, Lloyd, and
Robert. The funeral was held at the S. Gerald
Weaver Funeral Home with Rev. Glenn
Blackstone and Rev. Marion Walker officiating. Interment was in Dry Hill Cemetery. g|
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COLLEGE
NEWS
Brethren in Christ students
earn spring Dean's List
Spring Dean's List honors went to 364
students this year. To be eligible, fulltime status and a grade point average of at
least 3.6 on a 4.0 scale is required. Here
are the Brethren in Christ students who
made the list (class during spring semester).
Anthony K. Book, junior, mathematics, Mt. Joy, Pa.
Gregg L. Bowman, senior, biology,
Elizabethtown, Pa.
Philip K. Brubaker, sophomore,
Christian education, Arcanum, Ohio
Sharon K. Cook, sophomore, engineering, Harrisburg, Pa.
Natalie R. Eckert, freshman, biology,
Elizabethtown, Pa.
Mark H. Erb, sophomore, accounting,
Manheim, Pa.
Matthew H. Erb, sophomore, accounting, Manheim, Pa.
Shawn L. Eyster, senior, computer science, East Berlin, Pa.
Carolyn R. Groff, junior, accounting,
Gordonville, Pa.
Renee C. Guistwite, junior, chemistry,
Carlisle, Pa.
Jeffrey R. Hapeman, junior, biology,
Fleetwood, Pa.
L. Frank Hartman, junior, engineering, Dillsburg, Pa.
Peter L. Hess, junior, engineering,
Lancaster, Pa.
Erin A. Hoffman, freshman, elementary education, Elizabethtown, Pa.

Nancy L. Huber, sophomore, English,
Annville, Pa.
Beth L. Jacobs, sophomore, elementary education, Fairfield, Pa.
Leron L. Lehman, junior, accounting,
Huntingdon, Pa.
Michelle E. McNiven, junior, English,
Willowdale, Ontario, Canada
Susan M. Michajluk, senior, elementary education, Greencastle, Pa.
Bukhosi Ndlovu, senior, chemistry,
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, Africa
Douglas M. Oberholser, freshman,
psychology, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
David G. Pierce, senior, civil engineering, Nappanee, Ind.
Krista E. Poe, freshman, pre-medicine,
Lancaster, Pa.
Kevin S. Robinson, junior, mathematics, Hollidaysburg, Pa.
Beth A. Shertzer, junior, accounting,
Columbia, Pa.
Eric L. Steffy, junior, engineering,
East Petersburg, Pa.
Chadwick L. Warfel, sophomore,
business administration, Leola, Pa.
Steven A. Zook, senior, mathematics,
Palmyra, Pa.
Summer missions
Messiah College recently awarded
$2,000 grants to three students, enabling
them to go on a mission project when
they would otherwise have to work to
help meet the cost of attending Messiah.
As recipients of the grants, students
must work under the assignment of an
established missions agency. They also
need to keep a daily journal of their activities, submit a written summary report of
their experience, and share their experience in a public forum at the College.
Senior Thomas Edman from Derry,
N.H., will be serving with SEND International among the Athabascan Indians in

south central Alaska. He is currently majoring in mechanical engineering. Senior
Kimberly A. Hartzler, from Mt. Joy, Pa.,
will be serving with African Inland Mission in Kenya teaching home schooling,
working with a missionary family in a
Bible school, and working with local children. Hartzler is currently majoring in
biology-physical therapy. And Franklin,
Pa., resident Michelle Pfaff, will be serving with SEND International among various Indian villages in Alaska, teaching
Bible School, working with teenagers in
a sports ministry, and discipling in a oneon-one basis. Pfaff is a senior currently
majoring in sociology.
In addition to the grant winners, about
60 students will be serving this summer
with 20 different organizations around
the world. They will be teaching, assisting youth with various work projects, and
sharing in evangelism. Among them will
be Brethren in Christ student Tim Engle,
Elizabethtown, Pa., who is helping to
construct a building for use by the rapidly growing Brethren in Christ church in
Nicaragua. The building will be used as a
training school for Nicaraguan ministers,
as a primary school for children in the
country's capital, Managua, and as a
community center.
Brethren in Christ twin brothers
receive honor
The Middle Atlantic Conference recently announced its 1992 Spring AllAcademic Team. Among the seven Messiah College student-athletes to receive
this distinction were Brethren in Christ
twin brothers and track athletes Mark and
Matthew Erb. The Erbs, who are sophomores and compete in the jumps, also
have the same major, accounting, and are
from Manheim, Pa.
To be on the All-Academic Team, the
athlete must be a sophomore or above,
obtain a cumulative grade point average
of 3.4 or higher, and be either a starter or
a key reserve player for his or her team.

Scott Peifer (secondfrom right in photo), a senior Christian
ministries major from Willow Street, Pa., will sing baritone for
New Light, the Messiah College Summer Music Ministry Team
for 1992.
The team, consisting of six members from three states and
one foreign country, will travel for eight weeks during June,
July, and August., presenting concerts in New York, Michigan,
Ohio, Virginia, and Pennsylvania, as well as in Canada. They
will perform at two Brethren in Christ camps on their tour:
Memorial Holiness Camp in West Milton, Ohio, July 19-25,
and Camp Lakeview in Goodrich, Mich., July 26-August 3.
July 1992
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Observations on
"Our Life Together"
Back in August 1990, when I reflected on the 1990 General Conference, I
noted not only my frustration with the
process and content of that particular conference, but also my own need to make
peace with the decisions that were made.
At the time I said, "Now that Conference
has chosen to go in a certain direction, I
. . . need to work at making peace and
building up the body rather than tear it
down. While I don't expect that it will
always be easy, I am committed to finding ways to support with integrity those
decisions with which I personally disagree" (Phoebe's Journal, Evangelical
Visitor, August 1990).
So, how well have I done at living up
to my commitment over the past two
years? The answer to that question is
probably not as clear-cut as I'd like. On
the one hand, I've accepted the decisions
of Conference and have genuinely tried to
work with them, but on the other hand, I
know it has looked to some like I've been
kicking and screaming for two years! I
sometimes think, however, that not passively accepting whatever happens is important for the church. Which brings me
to two observations related to the theme
of the 1992 General Conference—"Our
Life Together."
In that same August 1990 column, I
said, "Consensus doesn't happen when
open debate and minority voices are
squelched. A number of people at Conference felt alienated and controlled
rather than included. There ought to be
better ways of keeping the process moving which do not end up making people
feel disenfranchised." I still feel this way,
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BACK TO
BASICS...

but I sometimes fear that the assumption
underlying the idea of "Our Life Together" is that it should always be characterized by unity and harmony. There's
nothing wrong with unity and harmony,
but I don't think they should come at the
expense of hearing and listening to those
who genuinely and sincerely disagree.
The minority voices among us are vital
because they help to prod our consciences
and keep us honest, careful, and humble.
As various people have worked on
developing the denominational goals of
evangelism and discipleship during this
biennium, one of the recurring themes
has been that people are attracted to the
Brethren in Christ Church because we are
welcoming and accepting. I don't want to
be part of an unwelcoming and nonaccepting church, but again I fear that
while we are welcoming one group of
people, another group is leaving (or simply fading into the background) because
their ideas and concerns have not been
welcome or because they see the church
moving away from ideals, beliefs, and
distinctives that are important to them.
In some specific cases where this has
happened, I feel very sad because these
are people of integrity, vision, compassion, Christian commitment, and considerable leadership skills. I mourn the
church's loss. Can "Our Life Together"
mean that we work harder at including a
variety of voices within the church? At
what point must we exclude rather than
include?
My second observation has to do with
how we handle conflict in the body as
we live "our life together." It seems to me
that we still have a long way to go in
knowing how to confront conflict (and
the sin that is sometimes part of it). It's
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still too easy to cover it up, avoid it, or be
dishonest with ourselves and others about
how we really feel about something. I
confess that, despite my best intentions
and knowledge, I continue to have trouble
dealing constructively with conflict.
One of the areas of conflict management that seems to be particularly difficult is knowing how to confront wrongdoing in redemptive ways which bring
justice to all parties involved and provide
accountability for the future. In a desire to
resolve a sticky situation, again it's too
easy to gloss over what happened and fail
to take the right steps to insure that it
doesn't happen again and that everyone is
treated fairly and compassionately (without regard to status or position). Doesn't
"life together" imply a mutuality which is
belied by conflicts that go unresolved or
are "resolved" in ways ignoring the needs
and concerns of everyone involved?
As one who has grown up in the
church, I've had some of my best and
some of my worst life experiences in the
context of the church. I think that's one
reason why I care so much about being
honest about what "our life together"
ought to mean. I know what it feels like
to be hurt by things that happen in the
church, but I also know the joy of Christian love and community. I know that the
hurt is probably inevitable because we're
a bunch of people still very much limited
by our humanity, but I also hope we will
continue to work at learning how to make
"our life together" in Christ what it really ought to be.

Readers may correspond with both
Phoebe and Onesimus by writing to them
c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box
166, Nappanee, IN 46550.
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The lead article in the May 1992
Visitor titled "Tremors" and written by
Bishop Warren Hoffman was very interesting and thought-provoking. Although
the information which he presented is a
cause for grave concern, the careful reader will note that the author did not call for
fearful or radical responses.
However, even with the author's careful restraint and thoughtful advice, there
is a high potential that the alarming proportions of the information in this article
may elicit fearful and radical responses.
One may be led to believe that now is a
time to "hunker down," to weather the
storm, to minimize our losses. It is with
this concern that I offer the following
declaration and encouragement.
Now is not the time to "hunker down."
Now, more than ever, is the time to move
boldly and aggressively forward! Our
faith is not based on things as they appear
but on evidence that is not visible! (See
Heb. 11:1.) The motivation from God is
not the "spirit of fear, but of power, and
of love, and of sound judgment" (2 Tim.
1:7). If you have an adventure that you
want to do with God either individually
or as a congregation, by all means, do it\
Don't bury God's precious gift in the
ground in order to protect it or yourself
from the apparent dangers in this world,
because in so doing, like the unfaithful
steward (see Matt. 25:14-30), you will
lose it (and yourself). Alas!
Bishop Hoffman's assessment of our
precarious financial condition (as a country) is well-presented and one could hardly argue with the seriousness of the situation. However, there are differing perspectives, particularly as the problem
relates to financial activity of Brethren
in Christ churches.
First: Financial calamity is not the
necessary and inevitable outcome of our
present condition. There are remedies,
albeit painful, which I hope will be
applied before it is too late. God's people
should pray.
Second: The Brethren in Christ, I believe, are very sound in their present
financial position. The almost 10 million
dollar debt cited by the Bishop translates
into less than $600 per member. I find
this not only encouraging, but truly
remarkable.
Third: Paying off one's debt is not
necessarily good stewardship particularJuly 1992

ly if any of the following result: Decrease
in service to the congregation or community; decrease in giving to ministries outside the home church; postponement of
services which might otherwise be added.
Example: Our congregation wrestled with
the question, "Should we pay down our
debt, or should we add more staff?" We
chose the latter. God is blessing this decision.
Finally: If calamity does come, we can
and will survive, not because we've "hunkered down," but because we've moved
forward boldly and aggressively with
unwavering faith.
George Hostetler
Ontario, California
As one who lives in a region of
Canada that lacks a Brethren in Christ
presence, I remain an interested reader
of the Visitor. Interested because we lived
and served in that Brethren in Christ
"hotbed" of Southern Ontario (namely
Niagara Christian College) from '81-'84;
and also interested because I am keenly
interested in the larger family of church
conferences that includes Mennonites and
Brethren in Christ.
Two articles in your May issue caught
my attention, "Dialogue" by Walter
Winger and "General Robert" by John
Day. Since I consider both authors as
friends from our NCC days, I was of
course curious to read their articles. What
made it interesting was that they took different points of view on distinctives of
the faith. John Day says that the ones who
understand and appreciate the distinctives
may be becoming "a minority—a voice
crying in a wilderness of average evangelical Christianity." He cautions that we
may lose "our unique message and, hence,
our reason d'etre." Walter Winger, on the
other hand says, "Ours is a grand and
diverse heritage, and I am loathe to see us
disparage any aspect of it. Yet that is precisely what we do when we disdain
generic Christianity
I do not want to
be known as the pastor of a hyphenated
aspect of Christianity."
I belong to the Evangelical Mennonite
Conference of Canada (not the same as
EMC in the U.S., just to make another
distinction!). The viewpoints expressed
by the two writers above find a similar
home in our conference as well. While I
agree with brother Winger that we should

be primarily interested in building
bridges, I also see much wisdom in brother Day's urging for us to listen to the
prophetic, a voice that calls us to consider our distinctiveness. Events such as the
recent Gulf War ask us to merge our differences into a common front. Yet Siegfried Bartel, as pointed out by John Day,
would express a distinct, minor voice—a
blue ribbon in a sea of yellow? But then
again, I was impressed by Walter Winger's bold "I am not ashamed of being a
Brethren in Christ pastor. I enjoy explaining our denominational positions to my
colleagues in ministry." Would that all
pastors in my EMC Conference would
be so bold.
In conclusion, my thanks to both of
you, John and Walter, for your honest but
different approaches. Although I give that
round to brother John Day, I consider
both of you to be on "the bridge." Thanks
to the Visitor for printing both.
Edwin Wiebe
Landmark, Manitoba
The May 1992 issue contained a wellwritten submission by Rev. Walter
Winger in the "Dialogue" section, regarding "Denominational Distinctives." Rev.
Winger correctly cautioned against the
danger of elevating a particular distinctive to the degree that it becomes a point
of pride or a cause for division. As he
observed, "Any good thing can be overdone, and thereby distorted."
I certainly agree that our "Christian"
identity needs to be a noun and not an adjective. The term "Christian athlete" (or
businessperson, or politician) bothers me,
as the grammatical construct often accurately indicates that the adjective "Christian" merely modifies—but does not transform—the true identity of the person. I
feel differently about using an adjective
(such as "Wesleyan," "Anabaptist," or
"Reformed") to modify the noun "Christian." In this use, one can share one's distinctives without detracting from the central shared belief in Jesus Christ.
I would further submit that both
church growth and ecumenical dialogue
are enhanced through a clear understanding of one's distinctives. At the 1982
General Conference in Azusa, California,
Bishop Henry Ginder gave a landmark
sermon in which he encouraged the
Brethren in Christ to maintain its distinc27

tives as a Christian church known for its
commitment to "holiness and peace."
Shortly after I heard that sermon, I wrote
an article for the Evangelical Visitor
which appeared in September of that
year. Let me excerpt one paragraph:
"It has been encouraging to witness
the growing commitment of our church to
pursue church growth, both at home and
overseas. However, some have questioned whether we can have church
growth and maintain our emphasis on
peace, holiness and piety. I am convinced
that we will continue to grow because of
who we are, not by denying who we are.
The dangers of sacrificing biblical doctrines at any altar (including that of
church growth) are obvious, and were
acknowledged at the Church Growth
Consultation held just prior to General
Conference. Biblical teaching and obedience is a natural and necessary corollary to evangelism, as Jesus instructs in
the Great Commission."
Since I wrote the above 10 years ago,
I have observed the Brethren in Christ
Church moving further away from the
distinctives articulated by Bishop Ginder
in 1982. Regrettably, comparative statistics from the 1970s and 1980s have confirmed my conviction that the church
would not grow in healthy ways if it
downplayed its identity. Membership in
the Brethren in Christ Church in North
America grew at a nearly 50 percent pace
from 1971 to 1981 (from approximately
11,000 members to approximately
16,500). However, in the decade since
1981 it slowed to about 20 percent (from
16,500 to approximately 20,000).
While other factors certainly influenced the decline in growth, I believe that
a subconscious embarrassment about
denominational distinctives was one primary cause. As I became more active in
Mennonite circles over the last decade, I
was surprised to meet a number of young
leaders who had grown up in Brethren in
Christ families. Like me, they were
attracted to the clearer sense of identity in
many Mennonite conferences. In an
excellent talk on "Assimilation" at
Niagara Christian College in August of
1988, Ken Letner and Sandi Hannigan
quoted Speed Leas of the Alban Institute
as follows: "If the church does not have a
special identity it does little good to promote [the church]."
A clear sense of one's identity also
functions to enhance dialogue with others, rather than to diminish it. This is
equally true of individuals and of organizations like churches. (Have you ever
28

attempted a lengthy conversation with an
individual who had no clear sense of self
and no distinct beliefs? It requires great
effort just to maintain the dialogue.)
Because of my own identity as an
Anabaptist Christian, I have been able to
worship freely in a Pentecostal church, a
Catholic mass, and a Presbyterian service, among others. I have noted that the
less clear other believers are in their own
faith perspectives, the more uncomfortable they are likely to feel in such ecumenical settings.
In sum, I agree with Rev. Winger that
it is unhelpful to elevate our denominational distinctives over and above our
basic identity as Christians. The fact that
we affirm the Apostle's Creed connects
us with millions of other believers around
the world. Yet our distinctives (if celebrated, rather than denigrated) also provide the kind of "special identity" which
Alban Institute research has indicated
attracts persons to a given fellowship. A
clear identity does not mean that one is
better than others. It means, rather, that a
person or group is able to accept and
value oneself or one's group. The alternative is not very attractive.
David R. Brubaker
Lancaster, Pa.
I read with interest Dr. Winger's article on denominational distinctives (May
'92). Now you must realize that I am
Brethren in Christ all the way. However,
being in church planting may have
changed me some.
One thing that has amazed me is the
incredible changes that come into peoples' lives when they accept Christ as
Savior. It's so exciting to see. They begin
to learn about forgiveness, emotional
healing happens, spouses begin to talk
together, and in our young church we
even have eight couples that are praying
together as husband and wife. The irony
is that not one of these individuals or couples have ever inquired about our denominational distinctives.
It's always exciting to see new people
come into our worship centre. That is, of
course, unless they are carrying "Big
Bibles" under their arms. I break out into
a cold sweat and I think I begin to stammer just a bit. I know that they are going
to ask me about our denominational theology and the things that make us different. It's then I tell myself I must get some
"pat answers," but I do promise to bring
them a copy of the Manual Of Doctrine
and Government and explain it to them.
It's amazing how they may like our

distinctives, but when they are -asked to
teach a Bible study instead of being
taught, or to learn to evangelize and pray
for others, instead of being evangelized
and prayed for, their interest changes and
they are soon gone.
I would much rather see someone
walk into our worship location, stopping
at the door to put out a cigarette or showing uncertainty in their faces. Then we
are able to love them and show them
Jesus. Dr. Winger, you are so right when
you quote ". . . denominational distinctives are about the last thing searching,
spiritually hungry couples want to consider in looking for a congregation...."
I do know that there are very good
reasons for our denominational distinctives and I will try and work some of
them into future sermons. However I
sense there are so many Brethren in
Christ people that see these distinctives as
something for serious discussion at
Conference, or worse yet a "standard" to
defend that keeps us "busy" so we really
don't have to get to the work of Christ,
evangelizing the lost, and touching the
ones that are hurting with the love of
Christ.
Thank you for taking the time to read
my response to Dr. Winger's article.
Ray Sider, Pastor
Saskatoon, Sask.
"Treasure—in jars of clay"
Two centuries have passed since a
small group of believers baptized each
other in the waters there where the Conoy
Creek joins the Susquehanna River. It
was not because there were no other
options. There were those others who
would have been glad to baptize them, if
they would join. But these believers had
received a treasure from God and they
would not compromise it—not for anything.
We have spent 200 years exploring
this treasure and are in the process of,
again, making a clear statement of it. We
really do know what it is, but it is alive
and dynamic, like language, and needs
to be restated as generations come and
go and the world with which we interface changes. So we apply ourselves to
the task, knowing full well that what we
do now will serve for only a little while
and will then need to be redone again,
probably in less time than has passed
since the last time.
A valuable treasure it is. Anything that
comes from our Father would be valuable
for that reason alone. But then, our Father
is rich in treasures and has many children.
Evangelical Visitor

He has given each its own treasure, different, unique even. Unique—that's what
makes our treasure so precious.
It is like an earthly father who had two
treasures, and two sons. The one was an
ancient and valuable musical instrument,
a violin. The other a rare tool for the fine
crafting of wood. He chose to place the
keeping of the violin in the care of his son
who had a love and gift for music. The
crafting tool he put into the care of the
other son who had a love and gift for
making fine things with his hands. The
musician would not understand the use of
the crafting tool, and the craftsman would
not be able to handle the violin.
Each son would honor the treasure that
was in his care because it had come from
his father and he could hardly despise the
treasure that his father had given to his
brother even though he could not understand its value. He certainly would not
belittle his brother because he did not
have the same treasure as his own since
his father had honored his brother with
the keeping of one of his treasures.
Strangely this treasure is "in jars of
clay" (2 Cor. 4:7). Surely such a Father
could have more impressive vessels;
gold, at least. He could even make a giant
oyster to fashion a vessel of a single
pearl! But this Father has chosen to use
humble, simple, very imperfect things.
Why, when he invaded the world he did
not come as a king or potentate, he came
as a baby!
Given the finiteness of the jars of clay,
it is not surprising that we cannot understand the treasures that our Father has
given to others. And we really should not
be too surprised that we expose our
cracks by trying to compare our treasure
with that of our brothers. Not surprising,
perhaps, but it should be most embarrassing. We even have a tendency to
despise our brothers and may even be
guilty of despising the treasure that our
Father has given them. All this because
we do not understand their treasure, it
will not fit into our little minds with ours.
Jars of clay indeed!
One string of our violin is the priceless
truth of the universal invitation to salvation. God does not want "anyone to perish" (2 Peter 3:9). But our brother's treasure has a frame which declares the priceless truth that God is sovereign. Now
which will it be—is God sovereign, or
does man have a free will? As the children discovered in C. S. Lewis's classic
Narnia tales, 'There is a higher law." The
mind of God is well able to hold that
which our small minds cannot.
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But, of course, our Father has his reasons. In fact, he has designed it so that we
need each other. When we get careless
with our treasure, our brothers need to
remind us that we cannot come to God
just whenever we feel like it. "No man
can come to me unless the Father . . .
draws him" (John 6:44). And when our
brother gets careless with his treasure we
need to remind him that: "If I tell the
righteous man that he will surely l i v e . . .
he will die!" (Ezekiel 33:13).
Jars of clay we may be, sometimes
even cracked pots. But while we hold our
treasure we must honor the treasures that
our Father has given to others. And we
accept our brothers. The treasure that we
have is a treasure of relationship. First
with our Father and then with those
whom he has gifted. The foundational
string of our violin is not conformity in
fine points of doctrine. We can accommodate wide divergence in understandings. The test of faithfulness among the
Brethren in Christ is relationship. We
know what our treasure is and we will
keep it well. We also know that our treasure holds us in acceptance and respect of
our brothers and their treasures, whether
we can understand them or not.
God's truths are far too big for us to
understand. He gives to each of his children a "one time," unique experience of
salvation; justification, sanctification, and
glorification. How small of us to think
that our experience or interpretation must
be normative for all. Praise God that we
can testify to our experience of justification, and sanctification and our hope of
glorification. That is our treasure. To be
true to the treasure that God has given to
the Brethren in Christ we must honor the
treasure that he has given our brothers
and respect their care for it. If we try to
squeeze them into our obviously cracked
pot it will surely burst and be broken.
"We have.. .opened wide our hearts...!"
(2 Corinthians 6:11) We can live and
work with our brothers.
A. Graybill Brubaker
Mount Joy, Pa.
I was pleased to read the forthright
article on denominational distinctives in
the "Dialogue" section of the May 1992
Visitor. It has been a long time since I
have read an article which I believe will
have struck a cord with so many people.
It is a veritable genericist manifesto.
Indeed, I think there is a groundswell
of opinion in favor of the creation of a
genericist denomination known for its
forthright commitment to having no

denominational distinctives. It will need
to have several clearly defining characteristics.
Most importantly, it must refuse to
have any convictions thought more
Christlike than those of any other denomination. A genericist denomination shall
by its passionate commitment to irenic
ecumenism demonstrate how unChristlike are those denominations still
adhering to distinctives.
A genericist denomination will only
believe things that are believed by everyone else. This way it will be impossible
for anyone to think that they are part of a
select few that still emphasize any given
opinion. I for one dedicate myself to the
proclamation of the important truth that
people should not believe things that
make them different from anyone else. I
only hope that more and more people will
come to see this. But until they do, I am
proud to be part of the select band who
hold out for this belief against the insidious rising tide of distinctivism.
It is helpful to know as well that
research by George Barna and others has
at last discounted all the other research
that tries to explain why denominations
that hold to very clearly held distinctives,
indeed, in some cases even heretical distinctives, are growing so rapidly. This is
in stark contrast to those more mainline
or even blandly evangelical denominations that are static or declining in membership which have dispensed with clear
distinctives. I am also pleased to note
that, in any case, it is considerations of
growth and marketability which take
precedence over more prosaic considerations such as what the Bible is actually

Contributions invited for
Dialogue and Readers Respond
Persons contributing to Readers
Respond (letters to the editor) are
encouraged to be concise. Letters may
be shortened. All letters must be
signed. Occasionally we may decide
to withhold names due to special circumstances.
Longer contributions are welcomed for Dialogue, a forum for readers to express their opinions on a
broad range of topics relevant to the
mission of the church and to living
the Christian life.
Each article or letter represents the
view of the writer, and does not necessarily reflect the official position or
policy of the Brethren in Christ
Church or this periodical.
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deemed to say on the many matters which
used to be considered so important.
It is amazing, in retrospect, how much
good spirit there used to be between
Christians who differed passionately on
secondary theological issues, and yet who
enjoyed, even found it highly educational to spend hours good-naturedly arguing over their distinctive beliefs. They
seemed to think that, secondary or not, it
was important to have a strong, well
thought out and vigorously proclaimed
opinion on many of these issues even if it
was different from one's own. Since we
now know just how few things really
matter in the Christian faith, we can dispense with many hours of fruitless, albeit
enjoyable, debate.
I am, make no mistake about it, a
genericist first, last and always. And I
will vigorously oppose all who hold out
for denominational distinctives. I hope I
will be joined by other enlightened ones
in the furtherance of this vital cause.
Curt Byers
London, England
ROBERT... Where Art Thou?
A most interesting presentation has
been made in the May 1992 Visitor (pp.

10-11) critiquing the usage of Robert's
Rules of Order. The first part of the article did a very good job of describing the
historical genesis of the parliamentary
procedures involved in Robert's. It is
most interesting to note that the start did
not come from any attempt to foist any
secular standards on the life of the
church. Rather it was problems of disorder in the church's procedures which
called for the formation of rules of order.
This has a biblical sound to it. Remember
how Paul prescribed for his day rules of
order for the Corinthian church. Thus,
the stage is set for rules of order.
Then, however, the article goes on to
call for elimination or diminishing those
rules of order. Frankly, this struck this
reader as a most peculiar development.
After the first part of the article, I was
ready to say, "Right, let's continue to
have rules of order." But then the call
came to basically do away with these
rules of order. And I am faced with the
possibility of conference chaos in our
deliberations. Paul, Paul, where art thou
to help us here? And Paul points me to
today's culture as embodied in Robert's
Rules of Order.
Now, let us take note of two problems

addressed. The one concern has to do
with minority rights in expression of concern and debate of issues. The second one
is the usage of "moving the previous
question." Of course, there should be
ample opportunity to debate and consider issues involved. However, this should
be done with well-reasoned and fully developed arguments. Piecemeal approaches to debating the issues are problematic.
Further, the filibuster spirit should not be
seen in the body. And after the issue has
been debated, then the majority is the
decision-making policy. When that is
done, if I am a member of the minority, I
must work with the majority unless it is a
proven theological or moral aberration.
To this point I may not have agreed initially with certain procedures, but I had
my vote. Now I work with the body for
the good of the whole.
That brings us to the "moving the previous question" concern. True, it would
be reprehensible to use such a procedure
where one makes a lengthy speech and
then a colleague moves the previous
question. But after appropriate debate,
there certainly is a place for such a
motion to ascertain whether it is the will
of the body to go ahead with the vote on

A deep disquiet had begun to overtake
my disturbed soul. Since I have been
away, I have not read any of the Scriptures nor pondered any of your letters . . .
my prayer life has become nonexistent.
The kids quit bothering me about going to
the local gathering of the Way after the
first Sunday. Now they just seem to run
wild all the time, and they're starting to
get on my nerves!
It is right to get away; even the Master
did. But I find that I have started to drift
in my relationship with him, and I have
even forgotten to pray for you there in
prison! We all know that there are those
like Brother Dragus, who say that we
must always be at every gathering of the
brotherhood without fail, but his faith
seems so dull and his life so lacking joy.
He and his followers are either so tired
and burned-out that they have become
ineffective, or else they have no contacts
with unbelievers or with the surrounding
culture, and they have lost all ability to
communicate the gospel effectively. I am

now, however, beginning to feel like
Brother and Sister Wanderlust. They
bought a wagon and a boat two years ago,
and every weekend in the summer they
seem to be up in the mountains, at the
beach or out at the lake—as though anything were better than being with the fellowship of believers. It must come as no
shock to you that their lives evidence few
of the gifts of the Spirit and that their
kids are unruly and have no regard for
the things of the Lord. I know I must find
a balance between the work of the Lord
and rest.
Today, when I was in the local market,
I saw an Icthus pointing the way to a
meeting of local believers, and I am taking the family there Sunday. Tonight, we
are going to skip the tour of the Giant
Clam Farm and spend the time as a family in the Word.
Yours in the Son,
Onesimus

wsims
Dear Paul,
Greetings from Sunny Vesuvius. The
summer sun is bright, and the breeze is
cool. Last year, a woman came through
Colossae selling time shares in a villa
here in Pompeii. Lydia and I thought it
would be a nice place to take the kids for
a vacation. I must say, the hot springs are
truly relaxing, and we have been here a
month now and have not a care in the
world. I found that I tan very well; although, the extra pounds I have put on
lately are readily apparent when I put on
my swimming trunks. Lately, I have started staying away from the beach.
The days are care-free: no church
problems, no worries about Brother
Querulous or the dissatisfaction over the
money spent on pew cushions. As I was
sitting on the terrace reading a scroll by
Agatha Christus, something began to
gnaw at me. I began hearing rumblings,
and not from the mountain—people say
some day it's going to blow (but don't
worry, the odds are against this weekend); no, the rumbling was inside of me!
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the question. Remember, it takes a twothirds majority to pass a motion for the
previous question. If so passed, it will
always be helpful for the chair to explain
this procedure carefully.
In conclusion, what may be called for
is to look to our moderators and general
secretary for that continual clarity on our
parliamentary procedure. But let us avoid
any steps which would lead to potential
chaos in the body or to a small clique
hindering forward progress because of
parliamentary filibuster. On a personal
note—in my work as executive director
of the NAEI came in contact with bodies
where they attempted consensus of opinion rather than usage of motions and parliamentary procedures. I saw there the
sense of extreme frustration in getting
ahead with the business of the church and
the kingdom. I therefore call on us as
brethren and sisters in Christ to keep our
rules of order intact and to get ahead with
our part in the business of the kingdom.
Arthur M. Climenhaga
Mechanicsburg, Pa.
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we must remember that believers in Jesus
have been a minority throughout most of
history. Jesus said, "Many are called, but
few are chosen." The way is hard and
narrow to follow Jesus. Anytime in history when the majority decided they were
totally righteous, there has been great
trouble. There were the crusades when
so-called Christians killed in the name of
God. There have been times when state
religion snuffed out the life of believers.
The holocaust is still fresh in our memories. Our own fearful society is now
imprisoning more people than any other
country in the world. We are increasing
the rate of capital punishment. The majority does not equal truth! Will we never
learn?
In these times of chaos and turmoil in
our own communities, we had best take
heed. Who are we to take the good news
of God's love to others when we aren't
loving our neighbors in our own land?
The recent rebellion over a jury's decision was only a symbol that some things
are not equal. We had best pay attention
and take seriously the call of God to love
him with all our hearts, souls, minds, and
strength, and we must love our neighbors
as ourselves. Only then do we begin to
understand our equality before the
Creator!
•
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Getting ready for Conference
The last several weeks have been quite challenging at 2000 Evangel Way, as we
have been finishing a dozen projects scheduled for release at or before General
Conference. In addition, the printing division has been hard at work on another
dozen books (including a 700 page theology book) for four other church groups
having conferences this summer... all on top of their regular printing workload.
Surrounded by such Conference-related activity, preparing this issue of the
Visitor has had its own set of dynamics. For example, the sobering article about the
southern Africa drought (page 14) brought to mind several names and faces of
Brethren in Christ who face great suffering. That fact, coupled with the ongoing
news coming from South Central Los Angeles (page 17 and below), poses a challenge for prayer and a compassionate response.
While this month's issue may not be the typical Visitor, I encourage you to read
it and discover what the Lord might say to you through its pages.
G

Fire in the valleys
fry Lowell Detweiler

On March 14 arsonist fires destroyed six Amish barns in the Big Valley of central Pennsylvania. The barns represented six extended Amish families' economic
livelihood. Fear, rumors and concern abound because no one knows who set the
fires, or why.
The national media covered this story of a crime against the "quiet in the land."
Multitudes reacted to this injustice, and funds and personnel flooded to the valley
to assist in the recovery. A local bank established a fund, which quickly surpassed
$600,000.
MDS coordinators had to "slow down" the tide of volunteers so that appropriate numbers were on hand at the right time. Within a month, all six barns had been
rebuilt, livestock replaced, and machinery provided for spring planting. Life, while
disturbed by the trauma, would go on in its season.
On April 29, as these Big Valley Amish were returning to their fields, other
arsonists went on a rampage in "Big Valley West." In the Los Angeles valley,
fires lit the skies for miles. The flames of injustice and racism sparked by the
Rodney King verdict fueled carnage and violence that killed 58 people and burned
"barns" (businesses) providing 40,000 people's livelihood. We know why the burnings took place. Some perpetrators have been identified and imprisoned but,
because many still feel the injustice, an uneasy quiet pervades this valley.
The national media covered these crimes in graphic detail. People have again
responded with horror, shame and compassion. Two Mennonite agencies provided
$6,000 for initial emergency food assistance. A few church officials cautiously ventured into the valley to see what we might do to help our Anabaptist brothers and
sisters who live here. From the churches' front steps they see burned-out buildings;
some members lost jobs; all feel tense and uncertain about what might happen next.
Our Christian brothers and sisters want us to join them in an extensive recovery
and redevelopment effort. They need our prayers, our understanding and our support. They wonder if we will rally around them as we did our Amish brothers and
sisters.
Differences are evident. It may be easier to build a barn in Belleville, Pa., than
a business in burned-out Los Angeles. But the church's challenge is to show love
to all people, and one of today's greatest challenges is to offer transforming love to
the multitudes in need in our urban communities. May this opportunity in Los
Angeles find us faithful in serving all people everywhere.
This commentary was written by Lowell Detweiler, coordinator of Mennonite Disaster
Service, following a May 16 to 21 visit to riot-tom Los Angeles.
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Some things
are not equal
by R. Donald Shafer
In late April and early May of 1992,
all of North America was made aware of
an open, cancerous social sore. Indeed,
the stench has been wafted on the media
waves around the world. The trendy state
of California has called us to shame.
People took sides on issues, on locations,
on decisions, on leaders, on color of skin,
on behavior, and many other matters. Our
judicial system has brought us judgment.
Many people live in fear and respond
with a call for "law and order." Others
call for patience and change in the system. Most of this came in response to a
jury's decision that the police officers
were innocent of the charges in the beating of a black man that was video taped
for all to see.
As we reflect on that event, what are
some of the biblical insights that may
well be examined in our Western society? Among the many clear standards of
the Bible, we in North America should
remember that just because many persons
accept or believe something does not
mean it is according to God's will for
human life. Even the devils believe and
tremble, but they are wrong. Whatever
views people took, we all are surely
aware that something in our society is
wrong!
One of the basic biblical foundations
is that might does not equal right. People
around the world watched people burn
and steal in the City of Angels—Los Angeles, California—without any restraint.
We, from a distance, and most of them in
the city, knew it wasn't right. The more
thoughtful and responsible people did not
resort to violence and fire to express their
anger, but people were angry about the

behavior of officers of the peace who beat
a man beyond reason.
We read in the Bible how the early
Christians were persecuted and scattered.
The Apostle James was beheaded and
Peter was imprisoned, but might did not
equal right. In the California debacle,
more than 50 people were killed, thousands injured, and tens of thousands
jailed, but might did not equal right.
Another subtle lie that our society has
pushed to the limit is that legal is somehow equal to moral. Just because a jury
says that someone or a number of persons were legally right doesn't mean that
they were morally right. Recently I heard
a pastor in the morning worship prayer
ask God to forgive us for accepting white
collar sins but judging blue collar sins. It
is easy to affirm the sins of those who
rule and judge the sins of those who are
ruled.
In Jesus' day, the Pharisees were very
legal, but they weren't moral. Jesus came
to fulfill the law which was to proclaim
that love must rule relationships. We
must recognize that legal does not equal
moral.
In the United States, we have a major
crisis in health care. The doctors charge
high rates due to insurance and litigation.
The hospitals charge more than persons
can pay and often refuse to serve the
uninsured. Insurance companies blame
medical costs and take no risks, but
charge the customer for all their overhead. All of this is, of course, legal. One
can observe that with the income of insurance companies and the size of their
office buildings, they apparently aren't
in poverty. Indeed, they have lobbied for
laws that protect them, but they have little compassion for the poor. Canada has
its own side of this, but it is most glaring
in the United States. Just because it is
legal doesn't make it moral.
Even in church disputes, we tend now
to seek "legal counsel" rather than open
and honest reconciliation. Yet, in the
Bible, we are clearly admonished to set-
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tle things within the church family. Moral
standards should always supersede legal
standards.
Another devious acceptance is that
somehow wealth equals wisdom. A few
years ago, a brother was joking when he
told me the meaning of the Golden Rule.
He said, "He who has the gold rules." At
least I thought it was humor, but now it is
no joke. Money is power, and in the right
time and place, it is a gift from God and
a blessing to all. The Bible clearly states
that the love of money is the root of evil,
and from the story of the rich fool, we
know that wealth does not equal wisdom.
It takes much courage to prayerfully
discern what is wise. It is a hard thing to
question the voice of wealth, but these
are times for an affluent church to
beware. If the voice of the poor is stifled
and the love of the "good life" in our culture decides what is wise, we may all suffer. The suffering will be our own doing
if we assume that money makes one wise.
Only from a life of love, prayer, devotion,
service, and compassion can wealth
become a blessing. Jesus spoke often
about how hard this is, but we had best
keep it clear in our heads and hearts that
wealth alone does not equal wisdom.
One other miscue in our culture is that
if many are doing it, it must be right. The
looters in the recent Los Angeles tragedy
told the media that because everyone was
doing it, it was all right. Some wise parents made their children return the loot!
The majority does not equal truth. Perhaps most of us would say that a democratic society is the best arrangement of
governance. I am inclined to agree, but
continued on page 31
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